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Members of this Committee or Group 
 

• Fred Swainston   VK3DAC / VK4FE 

• Peter Wolfenden  VK3RV assists 

• John Seamons   Assists (provision of cards) 

 

Functions and Responsibilities of the Group 
 

• Object 1 Curate donated QSL collections 

• Object 2 Record and store donated collections 

• Object 3 Sort and manage the WIA collection making the collection available when requests 

are made 

• Object 4 Liaise with DokuFunk 

 

Achievements in 2018 
Provide Armistice QSL cards to the Vienna collection.  (DokuFunk). 

Assisted in the research for a book documenting the lives if those amateurs who were killed in WWII. 

105 pre WWII collections are now recorded and curated. 

16 post WWII collections are now recorded and curated. 

Provide copies of Canal Zone cards to US Canal Zone historians. 

Provide access to the collection to a University who are studying the changes in card design between 

1950 and 1980. 

Provide copies of cards to individuals seeling information relating to previous owners of the callsigns. 

VK3MK, VK3PC (SK), VK4SDD. 

A Historic card provide to Waverly ARC for their 100th anniversary. 

Several articles written for AR on interesting historic amateurs.. 

  

Proposals for 2019 and beyond 
Record all the pre WWII cards on the collection. 

Document the collections  

Allow some collection information to be available on line. 
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Efforts to increase group membership and diversity(past and forshadowed) 

Volunteers are welcome to assist. Information has been on the WIA website. 

As the collection is progressing toward documented order, a process to gain assistance will be 

developed. 

 

Other comments or remarks 
 

There is a growing general interest in history and this interest is projected to AR history. 

There are families who seek information relating to an amateur and amateurs who would like to 

know about the callsign they hold. 

The Historic QSL Bureau provides copies of cards in the collections to any individual who makes a 

request. 

Fred Swainston VK3DAC, VK4FE 
Historic QSL Bureau manager 
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Members of this Committee or Group 

Peter Freeman VK3PF Chair & Editor AR 
Peter Hartfield VK3PH Callbook Editor 
John Morrisey VK3ZRX Lead Technical Editor 
Ewen Templeton VK3OW Technical Editor 
Kaye Wright VK3FKDW Secretary 
Jim Tregellas VK5JST Technical Editor 

 

Functions and Responsibilities of the Group 

• To accept, review and prepare articles, columns and reports for publication. 

• To prepare and oversee the production of Amateur Radio magazine. 

• To prepare and oversee the production of the WIA Callbook. 

• To consider material for possible publication in stand-alone publications and to recommend 

such publication projects to the WIA Board for consideration for publication. 

Achievements in 2018 

The past year has been notable chiefly for the substantial changes in production of Amateur Radio 

magazine with the movement to bimonthly production, and for substantial debate concerning the 

responsibilities, structure and functions of the Publications Committee (PubCom). 

Given that magazine production and distribution has been reduced to six (6) issues per year, 

PubCom decided to reduce meeting frequency from monthly to bimonthly. As a result, PubCom met 

formally on five occasions in 2018, utilising the GoToMeeting facility to meet on-line. This facility 

significantly reduced the time commitment required for meeting attendance by largely eliminating 

travel time. A lack of outstanding business resulted in the cancellation of the April PubCom meeting. 

During the year, PubCom commenced work on preparation of Terms of Reference and Role 

Description documents, with those documents expected to be finalised in early 2019. 

Peter Hartfield VK3PH was available as Callbook Editor for a 2019 Callbook. Peter prepared a 

proposal outlining production costs for the Board which was approved. PubCom called for quotes for 

layout and for printing. PubCom decided on a provider for layout services and preparation of the 

WIA Callbook occurred during September. The WIA Callbook was delivered in time for sales to occur 

at the Ballarat Hamvention in late October, with further sales made at the AHARS Buy and Sell event 

and the SPARC RadioFest. PubCom is pleased with the result and thanks the service providers 

involved in the production and printing. 

Proposals for 2019 and beyond 

To engage in discussions with the Board with regard to the recently established Media and 

Publications Committee, notably with regard to the structure, names and functions of the 

subcommittees identified in the current structure of the Committee. PubCom notes that there was 

minimal consultation with PubCom regarding the formation of the proposed structure. For example, 

the new structure shows the Callbook as being moved from PubCom to another committee, when 

Callbook has always been compiled by PubCom. PubCom also undertook all work required for the 

preparation and prepress work for the book Wireless Men and Women at War, yet was given no 
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input into the final printing decision, decisions which were made by the Board at that time. The 

Board and other committees must engage in effective and useful consultation with all groups within 

the structure of the WIA to ensure that the best possible outcomes are achieved without the 

expenditure of unnecessary effort. 

Efforts to increase group membership and diversity (past and foreshadowed) 

During the latter part of 2017, we recruited Jim Tregellas VK5JST to join PubCom as an additional 

member of the Technical Editor team. It was disappointing that Jim decided to resign from the 

committee later in the 2018 year. Jim’s input was appreciated during his period of membership. 

Members of the Committee continue to attempt to identify individuals with the appropriate skill set 

who may be able to contribute to the work of the committee. 

Other comments or remarks 

The Board suggested that the use of more articles previously published in the magazines of sister 

societies, such as QST and RadCom could be used to increase the number of technical articled being 

published. The WIA has an agreement with other national sister organisations to share such artices. 

In general, PubCom has a preference for the publication of locally sourced articles, written by 

Australian amateurs. PubCom also considers the publication of Club News items and Columns assists 

in providing a record of amateur activity in Australia. 

PubCom recognises that we have a slow processing system for the review of technical articles, 

primarily a result of our use of volunteers throughout our review and production system until we 

arrive at the final preparation of the magazine, layout of which is undertaken by a professional. All 

volunteers typically have busy lives and thus are subject to constraints on the time available for their 

volunteer role. 

In late 2017, Peter Gibson VK3AZL formally resigned from PubCom. Peter had been the Chief 

Technical Editor for several years and had served on PubCom for at least 32 years.  
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Members of this Committee or Group 
• J. Bramham WIA ARDF Coordinator. 

Functions and Responsibilities of the Group 
• Represent the interests of ARDF proponents 

Achievements in 2018 
During 2018-2019 ARDF had been quite active. 

May2018  Vicorian ARDF Group held an ARDF event in Conjunction with an Orienteering event to 

celebrate World Orienteering Day. 

June 2018 saw quite a few Foxhunters head to Mount Gambier South Australia to compete in the 

Australian Foxhunting Championships hosted by the South Eastern Radio Group. (SERG) 

SERG had 2 ARDF Sprint style events and it was great to see the large field taking part. First time for 

this event electronic scoring (Sport Ident) was used and seemed to be a big hit with the competitors. 

Sport Ident (SI) is the International scoring protocol for Orienteering and ARDF.  

Later that year from September 2-8 over 300 competitors from 29 Countries attended the 19th IARU 

World ARDF Championships held in the Gangwon-Do Province of South Korea. I did submit a report 

from this event to the AR Publication Committee but it was never published. I will attach the text 

version to my annual report so it can be recorded. A team of 6 represented Australia. Terrain was 

extremely challenging and certainly showed up in our results. 

Also in September at the City of Whitehorse Spring Festival EMDRC had an Amateur Radio Display 

which included ARDF. This is an annual event that EMDRC has been a part of for over 20 years  

November 2018. Bryan VK3YNG headed to Adelaide South Australia to give a presentation to AREG 

about ARDF and the following day set a course for interested people to have a try.  

Proposals for 2019 and beyond 
• January 2019.  ARDF/Foxhunting was one of the activities at the  25th Australian Scout 

Jamboree held at Tailem Bend South Australia.. 

• June: 3rd World Youth ARDF Championships hosted by: Ukrainian Amateur Radio League 
(UARL)  

• July: IARU Region 2 ARDF Championships Raleigh North Carolina. Host: Backwoods 
Orienteering Club 

• September: IARU Region 1 Championships will be held in Rogla, Slovenia  

• September: 12th IARU region 3 ARDF Championships will be held in Wuxi City Jiangsu 
Province Shanghai China Host: CRAC (Chinese Radio Amateur Club) 

Efforts to increase group membership and diversity(past and forshadowed) 

The group is keen to represent the WIA and Australia 

Other comments or remarks 
WIA will be represented in some of these events and if you are interested in more information 

please contact me. 

J. Bramham WIA ARDF Coordinator. 
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Members of this Committee or Group 
  

 ARISS Operations - Australia 

• Shane Lynd  VK4KHZ  - Coordinator/ Ground Station  

• Tony Hutchison               VK5ZAI - Mentor / Technical Support / Ground Station 

• Martin Diggins  VK6MJ - Ground Station.  

 

Additional ARISS Operations Support 

• Joe Piera  VK5EI - HAMTV Support 

• Robert Broomhead VK3DN - ARISS school support in VK3 

• Jack Bramham                 VK3WWW  - ARISS school support in VK3 

• Bob Pitman  VK4DA - Audio Streaming Echolink 

Functions and Responsibilities of the Group 
 

• To deliver the goals of the ARISS international educational outreach program. 

• To promote the benefits of ARISS to the wider school community and to facilitate and 

support the schools in the completion and submission of a successful ARISS application. 

• To provide support to schools and youth groups through mentoring, training and technical 

assistance to facilitate a successful ARISS experience. 

• To inspire students, worldwide, to pursue interests and careers in science, technology, 

engineering and math through amateur radio communications opportunities with the 

International Space Station (ISS) on-orbit crew. Students have the opportunity to learn about 

space technologies and the technologies involved with space communications through the 

use of amateur radio equipment. 

 

Achievements in 2018 

ARISS events completed during 2018 

85 Successful ARISS contacts completed worldwide during 2018 calendar year comprising 59 Direct 

contacts and 26 Telebridge contacts from 22 countries worldwide. 

 

Countries include - England, France, USA, Germany, Canada, China, Kuwait, Belgium, Russia, Japan, 

Australia, Argentina, India, Serbia, Netherlands, Poland, Sweden, Phillipines, Portugal, Lithuania, 

Cyprus and Croatia.  

Four (4) Australian school ARISS events completed in 2018 –  

Templestowe Valley Primary School, Victoria, via Telebridge station VK4KHZ on 19/3/2018 

Essex Heights Primary School, Victoria, via Telebridge station VK4KHZ on 17/7/2018 
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Glenden State School, Queensland, via Telebridge station VK5ZAI on 24/8/2018 

Walford Anglican School for Girls, South Australia, via Telebridge station W6SRJ on 12/9/2018 

During 2018 a total of 5 ARISS events were facilitated through our Australian ground station 

Telebridge network - 

 

Morocco School of Computer Science - 3/1/2018 via VK5ZAI 

Prva Srednja, Zagreb, Croatia - 18/1/2018 via VK6MJ 

Sterrenschool De Globetrotter, Netherlands - 31/5/2018 via VK4KHZ 

ISS Research & Development Conference, USA - 26/7/2018 via VK5ZAI 

Indian Trails Middle School, USA - 27/9/2018 via VK4KHZ 

In addition to the scheduled ARISS contacts, and whilst not conducted in 2018 but early 2019, Tony 

VK5ZAI arranged for and facilitated a live teleconference Q&A session between the Australian Scout 

Jamboree AJ2019 participants and US Astronaut Mike Fossum at Tailum Bend South Australia on the 

12th January 2019 . This highly successful Q&A session which lasted approximately 30 minutes 

duration was broadcast live over the local FM radio station and was also witnessed by over 8,500 

scouts in attendance at the jamboree. Following the event Tony also received a personal thank you 

from Mike Fossum, for facilitating the event. 

Three (3) successful and very popular scheduled public SSTV events were also scheduled and run 

during 2018 

Removal of the faulty HAMTV transmitter from the ISS for return to Earth. (successful return to earth 

did in fact occur during February 2019). The intention is for the HAMTV transmitter to be returned to 

Kaiser Italia during 2019 for fault inspection and repair. 

 

Proposals for 2019 and beyond 

 

As of March 2019 we currently have eleven (11) Australian schools approved and waiting for a 

scheduled ARISS contact, some of which will be scheduled during 2019. 

The ARISS team continues to promote the benefits of ARISS to Australian Schools and to mentor the 

currently approved schools to ensure they have a positive ARISS experience. 

Repair, return and reinstallation of the HAMTV transmitter to the ISS. This is planned to occur during 

late 2019 

Continue to develop HAMTV 2 Project. Martin Diggins VK6MJ is involved in and participates in this 

working group as it looks to the future development of HAMTV 2. 
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Efforts to increase group membership and diversity (past and foreshadowed) 

During late 2018 we welcomed Martin Diggins VK6MJ back to the team as an operational ground 

station after Martin's extended leave of absence. Martin's return will help us significantly to fill the 

ground station void on the west coast of Australia. 

 

During 2018 ARISS has continued to receive regular ongoing volunteer support from several 

dedicated individuals of which we are extremely grateful for. In particular, Joe Piera VK5EI for 

HAMTV support, Robert Broomhead VK3DN and his very professional technical support team for 

facilitating and supporting SEVERAL of the VK3 school contacts, and more recently to Bob Pitman 

VK4DA for his support in streaming an ARISS contact via the Echolink platform. 

 

Other comments or remarks 
 

Additional Information 

About ARISS  
 
Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) inspires students, worldwide, to pursue 
interests and careers in science, technology, engineering and math through amateur radio 
communications opportunities with the International Space Station (ISS) on-orbit crew.  Students 
learn about life on board the ISS and explore Earth from space through science and math activities. 
ARISS provides opportunities for the school community (students, teachers, families and community 
members) to become more aware of the substantial benefits of human spaceflight and the 
exploration and discovery that occur on spaceflight journeys. Students have the opportunity to learn 
about space technologies and the technologies involved with space communications through 
exploration of amateur radio. 
 
Amateur Radio organizations, and space agencies in the USA, Russia, Canada, Japan and Europe 
sponsor this educational opportunity by providing the equipment and operational support to enable 
direct communication between crew on the ISS and students around the world via Amateur Radio. 
Hundreds of Amateur Radio operators around the world work behind the scenes to make these 
educational experiences possible. Amateur Radio is a popular hobby and a service in which licensed 
participants operate communications equipment with a deep appreciation of the radio art. 
 
ARISS was created and is managed by an international working group, including several countries in 
Europe as well as Japan, Russia, Canada, and the USA. The organization is run by volunteers from the 
national amateur radio organizations and the international AMSAT (Radio Amateur Satellite 
Corporation) organizations from each country. Since ARISS is international in scope, the team 
coordinates locally with their respective space agency and as an international team through ARISS 
working group meetings, teleconferences and webinars. 
 
 
History 
 
Amateur radio was first used on the Space Shuttle to communicate from space to Earth in 1983.  The 
Shuttle Amateur Radio Experiment (SAREX) was the forerunner of the ARISS program. 
 



04 - ARISS  REPORT to the 2019 AGM  

Copyright Wireless Institute of Australia 2019 

Amateur Radio Contacts with the ISS 
 
Scheduled ARISS Amateur Radio contacts with the ISS are conducted either by direct contact, or by 
tele-bridge contact. The method used will depend on the radio station equipment and experienced 
radio amateur volunteers available to support the contact as well as technical issues related to the 
orbit of the ISS over the contact location. 
 
Because the ARISS program supports the testing and installation of amateur radio stations aboard 
the ISS, astronauts have the equipment available to also make unscheduled ham radio contacts with 
radio amateurs all around the world on a one-to-one basis during their personal time. With a very 
limited investment in amateur radio equipment, licensed hams, including students who have access 
to amateur radio stations in a classroom, can make individual contact with astronauts aboard the ISS 
by learning to follow the published orbital schedule and practice some basic amateur radio contact 
techniques. In addition to the voice contacts, from time to time the crew will also activate Slow Scan 
Television (SSTV) equipment on board the ISS. The SSTV images are relatively easy to receive decode 
and no Amateur Radio license is required to receive the transmissions. 
 
International Partners and Participants 
 
 ARISS is managed by an international team that is supported by national space agencies, national 
Amateur Radio societies, and national Amateur Radio satellite organizations. 
 
The following International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) societies and Amateur Radio Satellite 
Corporation (AMSAT) organizations participate in ARISS.  

• Belgium: Union Royale Belge Des Amateurs-Emetteurs (UBA) , AMSAT-Belgium 

• Canada: Radio Amateurs of Canada (RAC), AMSAT-NA 

• France: Reseau des Emetteurs Francais (REF-Union), AMSAT Francophone 

• Germany: Deutscher Amateur Radio Club e. V. (DARC) 

• Italy: Associazione Radioamatori Italioni (ARI), AMSAT-Italia 

• Japan: Japan Amateur Radio League (JARL), JAMSAT 

• Lebanon: Radio Amateurs of Lebanon (RAL) 

• Malta: Malta Amateur Radio League (MARL) 

• Netherlands: Vereniging voor Experimenteel Radio Onderzoek in Nederland VERON 

• Poland: Polski Związek Krótkofalowców (PZK) 

• Portugal: Rede dos Emissores Portugueses (REP) 

• Russia: Soyuz Radioljubitelei Rossii (SRR), AMSAT-RU 

• Sweden: AMSAT-SM 

• Switzerland: Union Schweizerisscher Kurzwellen-Amateure USKA 

• United Kingdom: Radio Society of Great Britain RSGB, AMSAT-UK 

• USA: American Radio Relay League (ARRL), AMSAT-NA 
 
 
The following space agencies are ARISS partners. 

Canada: Canadian Space Agency (CSA) 

Europe: European Space Agency (ESA), including participating members: 
Belgium:  Belgian Federal Science Policy Office (BSPO) 

http://www.uba.be/
http://www.amsat-on.be/
http://www.rac.ca/
http://www.amsat.org/
http://www.ref-union.org/
http://www.amsat-f.org/spip/index.php
http://www.darc.de/
http://www.ari.it/
http://www.amsat.it/
http://www.jarl.org/
http://www.jamsat.or.jp/
http://www.ral.org.lb/
http://www.9h1mrl.org/
http://www.veron.nl/
http://www.pzk.org.pl/news.php
http://www.rep.pt/
http://www.srr.ru/
http://www.amsat.se/
http://www.uska.ch/home/
http://rsgb.org/
http://amsat-uk.org/
http://www.arrl.org/
http://ww2.amsat.org/
http://www.asc-csa.gc.ca/eng/Default.asp
http://www.esa.int/ESA
http://www.belspo.be/belspo/home/port_en.stm
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Denmark: Danish National Space Center (DNSC) 
France: Centre national d'études spatiales / National Centre for Space Studies ( CNES) 
Germany: Deutsches Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt (DLR) 
Italy: Agenzia Spaziale Italiana / The Italian Space Agency (ASI) 
Netherlands: Netherlands Space Office (NSO) 
Norway: Norwegian Space Centre (NSC) 
Spain: Centre for the Development of Industrial Technology (CDTI) 
Sweden: Swedish National Space Board (SNSB) 
Switzerland: State Secretariat for Education and Research (SERI) 
United Kingdom: UK Space Agency (UKSA) 

Japan: Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) 

Russia: Russian Federal Space Agency (Rosaviakosmos) 

USA: National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 
 

ARISS Organization 
 
Regional Representatives 
 
Regional representatives are the designated point of contact for each ARISS region. 
There are five ARISS regions worldwide, each represented by one of the ARISS international 
partners.  
 
To learn more about amateur radio and to locate amateur radio groups/resources near you, please 
contact your regional ARISS representative. Should you have questions about participation in the 
ARISS program and your country is listed among those below, please send your questions to the 
contact representative listed there. If your country is not specifically listed, send your questions to 
the nearest ARISS Region listed. If you are unsure which address to use, please send your question to 
the ARISS-Canada representative; they will forward your question to the appropriate coordinator. 

• ARISS-Canada and the Americas, except USA:  new appointment from Amateur Radio Satellite 
Corporation of North America, Canada TBD 

• ARISS-Europe and IARU Region 1 including Africa, Middle East and Northern Asia: : Francesco 
DePaolis, IK0WGF, Amateur Radio Satellite Corporation of Italy (AMSAT-Italia)  

• ARISS-Japan, Asia, Pacific and Australia: Keigo Komuro, JA1KAB, Japan Amateur Radio League (JARL)  

• ARISS-Russia: Valery Agabekov, UA6HZ/ N2WW, Soyuz Radioljubitelei Rossii (SRR)  

• ARISS-USA: The American Radio Relay League (ARRL) 
. 

ARISS Operations Team 
 
The ARISS Operations Team is made up of ARISS Technical Mentors, scheduling/technical 
representatives, and an orbital prediction specialist. An ARISS Operations Lead is selected from 
within the ranks on a periodic basis. This group meets weekly by telephone conference and much 
more frequently via e-mail and telephone. ARISS Technical Mentors are the experienced radio 
amateur volunteers who work with the schools, teachers, and local Amateur Radio groups that 
actually make the contacts with the ISS. Scheduling/technical representatives work within the space 
agencies, primarily NASA in the USA and the Russian Space Agency, to secure the final schedules for 
the contacts. These scheduling representatives also coordinate training of the Astronauts in the use 
of the equipment on board the ISS and procedures for its use. The orbital prediction specialist does 
the long and short term predictions necessary to support the scheduling of all of the contacts. 

http://www.space.dtu.dk/english
http://www.cnes.fr/web/CNES-en/7114-home-cnes.php
http://www.dlr.de/dlr/en/desktopdefault.aspx/tabid-10002/
http://www.asi.it/en/agency/about
http://www.spaceoffice.nl/
http://web.spacecentre.no/eng
http://www.taftie.org/content/cdti-spain
http://www.snsb.se/en/
http://www.sbfi.admin.ch/index.html?lang=en
http://www.bis.gov.uk/ukspaceagency
http://www.jaxa.jp/index_e.html
https://www.fas.org/irp/world/russia/fbis/SpaceAgency.html
http://www.nasa.gov/
http://www.ariss.org/simple-ham-video-ground-station.html
http://www.iaru.org/regions.html
mailto:ik0wgf@amsat.it
mailto:ik0wgf@amsat.it
http://www.amsat.it/
mailto:ariss@iaru-r3.org
http://www.jarl.or.jp/English/
http://www.jarl.org/
mailto:n2ww@arrl.net
http://www.srr.ru/
http://www.srr.ru/
http://www.srr.ru/
mailto:ariss@arrl.org
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ARISS Delegates 
 
CANADA 
Ian MacFarquhar,VE9IM, Radio Amateurs of Canada (RAC) 
Stefan Wagener, VE4SW,  Amateur Radio Satellite Corporation of North America, Canada  
  
EUROPE 
Oliver Amend, DG6BCE, Deutscher Amateur Radio Club e. V. (DARC) 
Jean Pierre Courjaud, F6DZP, Amateur Radio Satellite Corporation of France (AMSAT-Francophone) 
Emanuele D'Andria, I0ELE, Amateur Radio Satellite Corporation of Italy (AMSAT-Italia) 
Bertus Hüsken, PE1KEH, Vereniging voor Experimenteel Radio Onderzoek in Nederland (VERON)  
  
JAPAN 
Keigo Komuro, JA1KAB, Japan Amateur Radio League (JARL) 
Masanobu Tsuji, JH2PRZ, Amateur Radio Satellite Corporation of Japan (JAMSAT)  
  
RUSSIA 
Sergey Samburov, RV3DR, Energia/ Russian Federal Space Agency (Rosaviakosmos) 
Valery Agabekov, UA6HZ/ N2WW, Soyuz Radioljubitelei Rossii (SRR)  
  
USA 
Rosalie White, K1STO, American Radio Relay League (ARRL)  
Dave Taylor, W8AAS,  Amateur Radio Satellite Corporation of North America, US (AMSAT-NA) 
 

 

 

mailto:ve9atv@gmail.com
http://www.rac.ca/
mailto:wageners@gmail.com
mailto:oliver.amend@gmx.de
http://www.darc.de/
mailto:f6dzp@yahoo.fr
mailto:emanuele.dandria@amsat.it
http://www.amsat.it/
mailto:bertus.husken@gmail.com
http://www.veron.nl/
mailto:ariss@iaru-r3.org
http://www.jarl.or.jp/English/
http://www.jarl.org/
mailto:Tsuji.Masanobu@jaxa.jp
http://www.jamsat.or.jp/
mailto:RV3DR@mail.ru
http://www.energia.ru/english/
https://www.fas.org/irp/world/russia/fbis/SpaceAgency.html
mailto:n2ww@arrl.net
http://www.srr.ru/
http://www.srr.ru/
http://www.srr.ru/
http://www.srr.ru/
mailto:k1sto@arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org/
http://www.arrl.org/
mailto:w8aas@amsat.org
http://ww2.amsat.org/
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Regards 

Bob VK3SX 
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Members of this Committee or Group 
Team Leader  

  Graham Kemp VK4BB 

 

Anchors  

  Graham Kemp VK4BB  

  John Williams VK4JJW  

 

Editors  

  Kerrie Taylor VK2FKND  

 

Regular Contributors  

  Geoff Emery VK4ZPP  

 

Presenters  

  Jason Daniels VK2LAW  

  Col Herbert VK3LED  

  Felix Scerri VK4FUQ  

  John Williams VK4JJW  

  Bruce Lees VK3FFF  

 

Callback Compiling  

  Gordon Taylor VK4VP  

  Peter Fauth VK4NBL 

Functions and Responsibilities of the Group 
 

Objects:- 

• Source and edit news of interest to radio amateurs for weekly broadcast 

• Have a bank of talent able to voice reports for news 

• Supply text and audio to WIA site and backup sites for weekly news in text and audio 

Achievements in 2018 
 

Clear, concise, no political or self-motivated spin and we try to cover every issue in EVERY issue. 

That’s your Wireless Institute of Australia’s National News Service which has been nonstop and will 

continue nonstop bringing information to the Amateur Radio Operators of VK, in fact the world each 

week in both text and audio. 
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Proposals for 2019 and beyond 
 

The WIA Board members in their weekly board comment include WIA material the board has added 

to WIA web site since previous broadcast. WIA Board ensure both text and audio is in the upload 

area by 7.30 am Thursday mornings 

Efforts to increase group membership and diversity 

 

If you’d like to help in sourcing, collating and assembling the various readers MP3 recordings each 

week drop me a line.    

Other comments or remarks 
 

As broadcast editor and presenter, I, VK4BB need to thank a lot of folk again this year. 
 
First to the WIA affiliated clubs and International Societies along with in particular Amateur Radio 
Newline’s editor Caryn Eve Murray KD2GUT and from Southgate Amateur Radio News, Richard 
G4TUT 
 
Again VK4AA Samantha Scafe who for many many years has provided ‘free of charge’ web space for 
the backup versions of the National News as well as hosting on site QNEWS the VK4 area weekly 
news. 
 
Col VK3GTV and Bruce VK3FFF weekly presenters of our Special Interest Group segments. VK2LAW 
Jason and VK4FUQ Felix who continue year in year out as presenters of the International and 
Operational news. 
 
When you send an item for inclusion in the news it will only be read once, if you want additional 
‘plugs’ then write different slants so that the item remains fresh on the air. 
Write it as you’d expect to hear it being read back. However an audio version from you is preferred.  
 
Now and again some items or parts of an item are not broadcast. As editor (and some 53 years in 
commercial radio stations) I am only too well aware of defamatory and libellous material. Truth is 
not an excepted form of negating any defamatory material. In fact an item may still be deemed 
defamatory even if true. 
 
The WIA news service is just that, a service bringing information on WIA activity and activity of 
interest to the majority of operators. 
 
Again, thanks for allowing us into your shack each and every Sunday morning. 
 
Walk softly 
Graham Kemp  VK4BB 
 
 
 
 
 



Broadcast Date:  12/05/2019 Week:  52 Issued:  17/05/2019

This Week Last Week

RF Checkins: 592 529

Audio Downloads: 687 801

Text Downloads: 296 330

RF Yearly Total:  36515

Yearly Total:  105883

LW TW Total

Mt Ginini VK1RGI 146.950 Sun 9am 8 18 695 VK1WI

Mt Ginini VK1RGI 438.050 Sun 9am 6 11 438 VK1WI

VK1 Totals 14 29 1133

LW TW Total

Wagga VK2RWG 146.70 IRLP 6260 Sun 10am 2 5 228 VK2KAW

Wagga VK2RWG 146.70 IRLP 6260 Tue 8pm 3 4 125 VK2KAW

Lismore VK2RSC Sun 9am ‐ VK2ZDR

VK2WI Network

HF Sun 10am ‐ ‐ 1245 VK2ZTM

Sun 10am VK2ZTM

Sun 10am VK2ZTM

Sun 10am VK2ZTM

Sun 10am VK2ZTM

Sun 10am VK2ZTM

Sun 10am VK2ZTM

Sun 10am VK2ZTM

VHF & UHF (Inc 6m) VK2RWI Sun 10am ‐ ‐ 2122 VK2ZTM

Sun 10am VK2ZTM

Sun 10am VK2ZTM

Central Coast (CCARC) VK2RAG 146.725 Sun 10am ‐ ‐ 774 VK2PEP

Central Coast (CCARC) VK2RAG 53.725 Sun 10am ‐ ‐ 196 VK2PEP

Tamworth VK2RTM 146.750 ?? ‐ ‐ VK2ZTM

Mt Bindo VK2RDX 146.650 Sun am & pm ‐ ‐ 390 VK2ZTM

Newcastle VK2RNC 146.975 ?? ‐ ‐ VK2ZTM

Illawarra VK2RMP 53.650 & 146.850 ?? ‐ ‐

Illawarra VK2RUW 146.675 ?? ‐ ‐

VK2 Totals 5 9 5080

     Note:  Totals here are YTD for current WIA year

WIA News Callbacks

VK1

VK2



LW TW Total

Tallangatta VK3HJQ
EchoLink *HAM* CONF 69556

& IRLP 9556 ‐ ANZEL Network
Sun 10am 5 8 515 VK3HJQ

Sun 10:00am ‐ 45 2050 VK3PH

Wed 8pm ‐ 11 665 VK3FDRS

3.615

7.158

10.13

Mt Dandenong VK3RML 146.700 ?? ‐ ‐

Portland VK3RPL 146.825 ?? ‐ ‐

Wodonga VK3RWO 146.975

Sun 12pm & 7:30 

pm ‐ ‐ VK3VS

Mafeking Rover Park Caveat VK3RMP 147.275 Sun 10am ‐ ‐ VK3MJM

Mt Macedon VK3RMM 147.250 Sun 10:30am 13 ‐ 419 VK3CC

Mt St Leonard VK3RMU 439.800 ?? ‐ ‐

Ballarat (Ben Nevis) VK3RWA 147.000 Sun 11am

Mildura VK3RMA 146.800 Sun 9:30am 15 11 509 VK3FI

VK3 Totals 33 88 4327

LW TW Total

Brisbane 1.848 Sun 9am 5 6 229 VK4VI

Ingham FNQ 7.070 Sun 9am 6 8 110 VK4FUQ

Brisbane 7.130 Sun 9am 9 10 212 VK4AR

Mundoolun (BNE South) 146.475 IRLP 6527& EL 96527 Sun 10am ‐ ‐ 44 VK4JJW

Mundoolun (BNE South) 146.475 IRLP 6527& EL 96527

Sun 8pm, 10pm & 

11pm ‐ ‐ 89 VK4JJW

Rockhampton VK4RAR 146.700 Sun 9am ‐ 11 741 VK4LMB

Gold Coast VK4RGC 146.700 Sun 9am ‐ 8 158 VK4BT

Townsville VK4RAT 146.700 Sun 9am ‐ 16 727 VK4ZZ

Toowoomba VK4RDD 146.750 IRLP 6958 & EL 69580 Sun 9am 10 5 484 VK4DAK

Toowoomba VK4RDD 146.750 IRLP 6958 & EL 69580 Sun 7pm 3 3 163 VK4DAK

Bundaberg VK4RBU 146.800 Sun 9am 17 19 868 VK4FNBL

Gladstone VK4RGA 146.900 & EL 348609 Sun 9am ‐ ‐ VK4KJ

Sunshine Coast ‐ Noosa VK4RSL 146.825, 146.850, 146.975 linked

Sunshine Coast ‐ Maleny VK4RSC & EL 316084

Brisbane VK4RBN 147.000 Sun 9am 14 10 782 VK4TAA

Mt Mowbullan VK4REG 438.650 IRLP 6401 Sun 9am ‐ ‐ 56 VK4QF

Brisbane 3.605 Mon 7:30pm 2 2 67 VK4EHT

Brisbane VK4RZD 147.700 Mon 7:30pm VK4EHT

Maryborough UHF CB 14 476.750 Sun 9am 6 14 501 VK4FNBL

VK4 Totals 104 147 6826

LW TW Total

0.476 (630m) Sun 9am 98 VK5FQ

1.843 Sun 9am 5 7 252 VK5XY

3.550 Sun 9am ‐ 9 251 VK5ATQ

7.135 Sun 9am 8 4 337 VK5ATQ

Murray Bridge 28.515 Sun 9am CST 3 2 53 VK5HEL

53.100 AM Sun 9am 11 9 540 VK5BB

Port Pirie VK5RMN 146.700 Sun 9am 7 ‐ 140 VK5ALX

SERG VK5RNC 146.650

SERG VK5RMG 146.900

SERG VK5RBT 147.350

SERG VK5RKN 147.375

Lochiel VK5RLH 146.925 Sun 7pm 10 10 483 VK5ZII

Adelaide VK5RAD 147.000 Sun 9am 49 62 2830 VK5NRG

Adelaide North VK5RLZ 439.975 Sun 9am 11 ‐ 458 VK5MAK

Flinders Ranges ATV VK5RDC
445.500

https://batc.org.uk/live/vk5bd
Sun 7pm 8 6 373 VK5BD

VK5 Totals 124 121 6489

VK3

‐ 13 169 VK3BFG

No Callbacks taken

VK4

Melbourne (EMDRC) VK3REC 147.175 & BATC ATV

VK3BWI
Sun 10:30am

Sun 8pm

VK5

Sun 9am 12 12 674 VK5HCF

Sun 9am 32 35 1595 VK4NBL

No Callbacks taken



LW TW Total

1.845 Sun 6‐8am 20 ‐ 1008 VK6GX

3.620 Sun 7am 13 13 750 VK6NSB

NCRG VK6ANC 3.582 Sun 9am 10 10 435 VK6USB

7.088 Sun 10am ‐ ‐ 103 VK6JI

VK6SJ 14.130 Sun 9am ‐ ‐ VK6CV

Martin VK6RHF 29.680 Sun 9am ‐ ‐ VK6CV

Roleystone VK6RAP 53.200 Sun 9am 0 0 1 VK6USB

Roleystone VK6RAP 146.700 Sun 9am 49 41 2016 VK6USB

Mt William VK6RMW 146.900 Sun 9am 5 3 377 VK6USB

Mt Saddleback VK6RMS 147.250 Sun 9am 0 0 9 VK6AH

Busselton VK6RBN 147.350 Sun 9am 0 0 VK6USB

Roleystone VK6RAP 439.800 Sun 9am 8 9 392 VK6USB

3.620 Sun 7pm 4 7 381 VK6USB

Martin VK6RHF 29.680 Sun 7pm ‐ ‐ VK6USB

Roleystone VK6RAP 53.200 Sun 7pm 7 9 253 VK6USB

NCRG VK6RNC 146.625 Sun 7pm 0 19 22 VK6USB

Roleystone VK6RAP 146.700 Sun 7pm 17 0 967 VK6USB

Mt William VK6RMW 146.900 Sun 7pm 0 0 123 VK6USB

Busselton VK6RBN 147.350 Sun 7pm ‐ ‐ VK6USB

Roleystone VK6RAP 439.800 Sun 7pm 8 7 272 VK6USB

VK6 Totals 141 118 7109

LW TW Total

Tasmania (South) 3.670 Sun 9am 9 8 379 VK7TW

Tasmania (South) 7.140 Sun 9am 4 5 194 VK7TW

Tasmania (South) 14.130 Sun 9am NB NB 126 VK7TW

Tasmania (South) 28.525 Sun 9am 1 3 202 VK7TW

VK7RAD 146.700 Sun 9am

VK7RHT 146.850 Sun 9am

DMR CH3809 8 7 423 VK7TW

VK7RAA 147.000

VK7RTC 434.825

VK7RAA 147.000

VK7RAA 147.000 Mon 8 ‐ 45 VK7DW

Stowport VK7RTV 146.775 Sun 9am 3 ‐ 177 VK7AX

Table Cape VK7RAC 147.375 Sun 9am 1 ‐ 60 VK7AX

Dazzler Range VK7RDR 439.775 Sun 9am 5 ‐ 227 VK7AX

Ulverstone (DATV) VK7AX 446.500 Sun 9am 2 ‐ 91 VK7AX

Video Stream VK7AX https://batc.org.uk/live/vk7ax Sun 9am 5 ‐ 189 VK7AX

VK7 Totals 94 62 4577

Tue 8pm 10 6 336 VK7PD

VK6

VK7

16 14 979 VK7TW

Sun 9am 22 19 1149 VK7YBG

Tasmania (South)



LW TW Total

Darwin VK8DA 3.602 Sun 9am 0 2 158 VK8CAW

Darwin VK8DA 7.193 Sun 9am 0 4 201 VK8CAW

Darwin VK8DA 10.127 Sun 9am 1 1 117 VK8CAW

Darwin VK8DA 14.337 Sun 9am 3 4 273 VK8CAW

Darwin VK8DA 28.530 Sun 9am ‐ ‐ VK8CAW

Darwin VK8RDA 146.900 Sun 9am 8 6 284 VK8CAW

Katherine VK8RKT 146.750  IRLP 6800 Sun 10am 2 1 98 VK8MA

Katherine VK8RKT 146.750  IRLP 6800 Sun 8pm ‐ ‐ 1 VK8MA

VK8 Totals 14 18 974

Totals

2004 ‐ 2005 50758 1st year of WIA National News

2005 ‐ 2006 70008 2nd year of WIA National News

2006 ‐ 2007 83495 3rd year of WIA National News

2007 ‐ 2008 98434 4th year of WIA National News

2008 ‐ 2009 107059 5th year of WIA National News

2009 ‐ 2010 114287 6th year of WIA National News

2010 ‐ 2011 108344 7th year of WIA National News

2011 ‐ 2012 123745 8th year of WIA National News

2012 ‐ 2013 126515 9th year of WIA National News

2013 ‐ 2014 126548 10th year of WIA National News

2014 ‐ 2015 125069 11th year of WIA National News

2015 ‐ 2016 132796 12th year of WIA National News

2016 ‐ 2017 114589 13th year of WIA National News

2017 ‐ 2018 123435 14th year of WIA National News

2018 ‐ 2019 105883 15th year of WIA National News

VK8
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Members of this Committee or Group 
• Peter Hartfield   VK3PH  Callbook Editor 

• Peter Freeman   VK3PF  

• Kaye Wright   VK3FKDW  

 

Functions and Responsibilities of the Group 
 

Achievements in 2018 
 

Proposals for 2019 and beyond 
 

Efforts to increase group membership and diversity(past and forshadowed) 

 

Other comments or remarks 
 

Comments included with AR Publications group report 
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Members of this Committee or Group 
 

• Alan Shannon   VK4SN 

• Denis Johnstone  VK4AE 

• John Martin   VK3KM 

• Tony Burt   VK3TZ 

• Kevin Johnston   VK4UH 

• Colin Hutchesson  VK5DK 

Functions and Responsibilities of the Group 
 

• Create, review, and update contest rules as required 

• Promote upcoming contests 

• Log check log submissions and adjust scoring as necessary 

• Publicise results and issue awards 

• Review and act on relevant feedback 

• Attempt to resolve disputes before handing over to WIA processes 

• Keep up to date with international trends for log checking software and QSL services 

Achievements in 2018 
 

Ross A. Hull Memorial VHF-UHF Contest Report from John Martin VK3KM 

• The Ross Hull Contest continues to enjoy a small but keen following. Geographic 

distribution of the entrants has changed over the years. The most active call areas 

used to be VK3 and VK5. Not nowadays. Activity in VK3 and VK5 has been quite low 

for a fair few years now, and the most active area has been VK2. Thanks to the VK2 

group who have been actively encouraging more activity. But there is a strange thing 

- the winner of the contest was the only entrant in his call area - VK6 - to send in a 

log. To me it all adds to one thing - there are plenty of DX opportunities there.  

This year marks contest no. 29 for me, and that means it is time to retire! I have 

already done so three times now, but this one is definitely the last. No more 

retirements for me. At the time of writing it would appear that we will have a new 

contest manager, so the contest will continue and hopefully grow. Thanks, and best 

wishes to all who have supported the contest over the years. And good luck to my 

successor as contest manager. 

 

John Martin VK3KM 

Retiring contest manager 
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Remembrance Day Contest 

• The Remembrance Day contest continues to attract between 1000 and 1300 unique 

participants.  Around 200 logs are received each year. However, 2018 saw a sharp drop in 

participation for some unknow reason, with 174 logs being submitted out of approximately 

820 participants.  This year 2019 the contest will fall on the same dates as the ILLW weekend 

and extra participants and logs is always appreciated.  
 

On-line VK Contest log checker 

• A new website is now being used for some VK contest logs.  At present it caters for the RD, 

Trans Tasman, Harry Angel, and QRP Hours contests. Some managers are hesitant of change 

but it’s early days yet. The site allows logs to be uploaded until cut off date, log checked, and 

the results are instantly viewable when the manager releases them.  A .csv or .xlsx file of 

winners can be downloaded to word merge certificates for printing, but automated systems 

are still in the making. The site has worked well in relieving the work load for our managers 

with the RD and Trans Tasman contests so far. 

• Thanks to VKCL logger and RD Logger writers for their support in cabrillo3 log generation for 

use with this website. 

ADIF now incorporates WIA contests. 

• The WIA succeeded in getting 8 WIA sponsored contests in the next release of the Amateur 

Data Interchange Format (ADIF) Ver. 3.09.  New Contest ID’s are 

o WIA – HARRY ANGEL 

o WIA – JMMFD 

o WIA – OCDX 

o WIA – REMEMBRANCE 

o WIA – ROSS HULL 

o WIA – TRANS TASMAN 

o WIA – VHF/UHF FD 

o WIA – VK SHIRES  

Proposals for 2019 and beyond 
• Finalisation of VK Log Checking site 

• A new and fairer scoring system for 2019 has been initiated for the WIA Contest Champion. 

See website for details. 

 

Efforts to increase group membership and diversity (past and foreshadowed) 

n/a 

Other comments or remarks 
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Members of this Committee or Group 
 

• Dale Hughes    VK1DSH 

• Peter Pokorny   VK2EMR 

 

Functions and Responsibilities of the Group 
 

The place of the amateur service in the world is largely determined by the provisions of the ITU 

Radio Regulations. Locally, the amateur service is regulated by relevant Australian legislation, the 

Australian Radio Frequency Spectrum Plan and the Amateur Licence Condition Determination which 

are the national derivatives of the Radio Regulations. These instruments affect every amateur and 

are the basis or our hobby and our continued access to radio frequency spectrum.  

The Radio Regulations is an international treaty which is updated every three or four years at World 

Radiocommunication Conferences, the next WRC being WRC-19 and changes made to the Radio 

Regulations eventually flow through into Australian legislation, licence conditions and radio 

frequency spectrum plans. 

My role is to represent the WIA in the Australian preparatory process for WRC-19 and to ensure that 

the needs of the amateur service are considered in the development of the Australian positions on 

the various WRC-19 agenda items. Participation in the process requires attendance at meetings of: 

• Australian Radio Study Group - 5 (ARSG-5) where the technical details of WRC-19 agenda 

items covering terrestrial services are discussed. ARSG-5 meets several times a year for half 

a day in Canberra, usually prior to WP5A meetings. 

• Preparatory Group for WRC-19 (PG-WRC) where the agreed Australian Preliminary Views on 

each WRC-19 agenda items are discussed by representatives of government, industry and a 

variety of radio users e.g. broadcasters, telco’s, satellite operators etc. PG-WRC usually 

meets three times a year for a day in Canberra. Prior to the meeting the various WRC agenda 

item coordination groups discuss and revise the documents for each individual agenda item 

to reach a consensus position that is the considered at the PG-WRC meeting. 

• Attend the meetings of the Asia Pacific Telecommunity WRC Preparatory Group where 

regional perspectives on all WRC-19 agenda items are developed. APG usually meets 

somewhere in Asia once a year and each meeting lasts five or six days. The Regional 

Telecommunication Organisations (e.g. CITEL, CEPT, APT, RCC and others) exercise 

significant power at WRC and it is important that the amateur service can influence the 

RTO’s so that the needs of the amateur service are recognised. 

• Attend relevant ITU-R Working Party meetings; in particular Working Party 5A (WP5A) which 

covers the land mobile, amateur and amateur satellite services. I am chairman of ITU-R 

Working Group 5A-1 (WG5A1) which is the group responsible for developing and 

maintaining ITU-R reports, recommendations and handbooks covering the amateur and 

amateur satellite services. WP5A usually meets in May and November of each year in 

Geneva, each meeting lasts for two weeks. 

• Attendance at other meetings that might be required e.g. CPM19-2, ARSG-1 etc.  

 

https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-R/conferences/wrc/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-R/conferences/wrc/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-R/conferences/wrc/2019/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.acma.gov.au/Industry/Spectrum/Spectrum-planning/International-planning-ITU-and-other-international-planning-bodies/international-radiocommunications-activities-spectrum-planning-acma
https://www.itu.int/pub/R-ACT-ARR.1-2017
https://www.acma.gov.au/Industry/Spectrum/Spectrum-planning/International-planning-ITU-and-other-international-planning-bodies/arsg-5
https://www.acma.gov.au/Industry/Spectrum/Spectrum-planning/International-planning-ITU-and-other-international-planning-bodies/preparatory-group-wrc-19
https://www.acma.gov.au/Home/Industry/Spectrum/Spectrum-planning/International-planning-ITU-and-other-international-planning-bodies/australian-preliminary-views-wrc-19-agenda-items-1
https://www.apt.int/aptapg
https://www.citel.oas.org/
https://www.cept.org/
https://www.apt.int/
http://www.en.rcc.org.ru/about_en
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-R/study-groups/rsg5/rwp5a/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/oth/R0A06000067
https://www.itu.int/oth/R0A06000067
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Note: Under a long standing arrangement, originally instituted by Michael Owen, my attendance at 

ITU-R meetings where I have any official role (e.g. chairmanship) is funded 75% by the IARU 

International Secretariat with the WIA funding the remainder. Attendance at APG meeting is funded 

by the WIA alone and attendance at the Canberra meetings incurs no cost to the WIA. 

Achievements in 2018 
 

This activity is of necessity a relatively slow and evolutionary process, so any achievements may not 

be apparent until the end of the WRC cycle which is normally a three to four period of time. Each 

WRC agenda item receives intense scrutiny and often requires various technical studies to 

determine how incumbent radiocommunication services may be affected by changes to the Radio 

Regulations that the WRC may make to satisfy each agenda item. National and regional views 

develop over time as the studies and negotiations progress throughout the WRC cycle. The most 

important requirement is to be an active part of the process and to present the views of the amateur 

service in the various national and international meetings that discuss the WRC agenda items. 

The WRC-19 agenda items of relevance or interest to amateurs are: 

1. Agenda item 1.1 which is for a new 50 MHz allocation in Region 1. The Australian position is 

neutral to positive and the main factor for Region 3 (and 2) is to ensure that any changes 

made to the Radio Regulations to satisfy the agenda item do not affect Regions 2 and 3. 

2. Agenda item 9.1.6 covers Wireless Power Transmission for Electric Vehicles (WPTEV) and the 

current status is that it’s likely that no changes will be made to the Radio Regulations. This 

situation doesn’t remove the threat to the amateur service; it more likely means that the 

focus of the amateur service efforts will need to move to standards organisation and CISPR 

who set the emission limits. The relevant Standards Australia committee is TE-003 

(Electromagnetic Compatibility) which has input into CISPR. 

3. Agenda item 1.16 covers RLAN spectrum and might impact the 5650 – 5850 MHz amateur 

band. One of the proposed methods overlaps the amateur allocation above 5725 MHz and if 

this method is adopted by WRC-19 then there may be issues for the amateur service.  

4. Agenda item 1.13 covers new spectrum for IMT in the bands above 24 GHz. The band most 

likely to be impacted is 47 – 47.2 GHz and potentially our allocations around 77 GHz. Even if 

the 47 GHz band escapes attention at WRC-19 it’s highly likely that it will be an agenda item 

for WRC-23 so we will need to consider our options for the band in the future. 

The Australian Preliminary Views on these agenda items are acceptable at present. Shortly before 

WRC-19 the preliminary views will be discussed and revised before becoming the Australian Views 

for WRC-19 which will be Australia’s baseline for WRC-19 negotiations. 

Through attendance at the following meetings in 2018 the needs of the amateur service were taken 

into account for relevant WRC-19 agenda items: 

• March 11-16, 2018: APG19-3 (Perth); chaired the APG19-3 Drafting Group for WRC-19 

agenda item 1.1. Appointed Australian negotiator for WRC-19 agenda items 1.1 and 9.1.6 

• March 23, 2018: ARSG-5 (Canberra), further discussions on relevant WRC-19 agenda items. 

• April 23, 2018: PG-WRC (Canberra) revision of Australian Preliminary Views on WRC-19 

agenda items. 

https://www.iec.ch/emc/iec_emc/iec_emc_players_cispr.htm
https://www.standards.org.au/standards-catalogue/sa-snz/communication/te-003
https://www.standards.org.au/standards-catalogue/sa-snz/communication/te-003
https://www.acma.gov.au/Home/Industry/Spectrum/Spectrum-planning/International-planning-ITU-and-other-international-planning-bodies/australian-preliminary-views-wrc-19-agenda-items-1
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• May 19-31, 2018: WP5A (Geneva); chaired WG5A-1 and completed the draft CPM text for 

agenda item 1.1 (50 MHz allocation in ITU-R Region 1). 

• June 1, 2018: Give presentation on the status of work on WRC-19 agenda items at the 

Friedrichshafen Ham fair (this trip was self-funded). 

• July 20, 2018: ARSG-5 (Canberra), further discussions on relevant WRC-19 agenda items. 

• September 10-14, 2018; IARU Region 3 conference in Seoul. Presented WIA paper on the 

Evolution of Spectrum Management. 

• October 24, 2018; PG-WRC (Canberra) further revision of Australian Preliminary Views on 

WRC-19 agenda items. 

• November 3-16, 2018: WP5A (Geneva); chaired WG5A-1, continued work on sharing and 

compatibility studies for WRC-19 agenda item 1.1. 

• Throughout the year I participated in 14 conference calls with IARU delegates covering WRC-

19 agenda item preparations. 

Prior to each of the above meetings there are a large number of documents to read and as 

Australian coordinator for agenda items 1.1 and 9.1.6 written briefs have to be provided to the 

meetings which outline the issues and proposed Australian views for the agenda items. 

In general after each meeting a written report is provided to the WIA President, Board and Spectrum 

Strategy Committee. The reports cover the purpose and details of each meeting, and occasionally 

provide some insight into issues outside of the WRC process, but which might affect the amateur 

service. 

Proposals for 2019 and beyond 
 

• With the approval of the WIA Board and the Department of Communications and the Arts 

attend as a member of the Australian delegation: 

1. 31 July - 6 August, 2019; APG19-5, Tokyo, to participate in finalising the APT regional views 

on WRC-19 agenda items that might affect the amateur service in Region 3. 

2. October 28 – November 22, 2019; WRC-19 in Sharm el-Sheikh (Egypt) to monitor and 

actively participate in the development of the regulatory text for agenda items of 

importance or interest to the amateur service, including the possible consideration of new 

agenda items for WRC-23. 

• Prior to WRC-19 attend the final PG-WRC meeting to finalise the Australian views on WRC-19 

agenda items.  

• Depending upon WRC-23 agenda items, work towards continued participation in the Australian 

WRC preparatory process. 

• If a suitable candidate is available, provide training in the processes and standard operating 

procedures of Australia’s WRC preparation with a view to having a number of skilled and 

qualified people available to attend meetings. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.apt.int/sites/default/files/Upload-files/APG-19/APG19-4_APT_PV.zip
https://www.apt.int/sites/default/files/Upload-files/APG-19/APG19-4_APT_PV.zip
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-R/conferences/wrc/2019/Pages/default.aspx
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Efforts to increase group membership and diversity(past and forshadowed) 

 

I continue to look for a suitable candidate to work with me in being part of this work, noting that the 

development of skill in this work takes significant time and effort. 

Other comments or remarks 
 

As noted in the introduction above the existence of the amateur service is largely determined by the 

provisions of the ITU Radio Regulations (especially RR Article 25), their implementation in relevant 

Australian legislation and the Amateur Licence Condition Determination. These instruments affect 

every amateur and are the basis or our hobby and our continued access to radio frequency 

spectrum. 

The role currently undertaken by me, and by my predecessors, as part of the WRC preparatory 

process is essential if the WIA and the amateur service is to have any say in how and what changes 

are made to the Radio Regulations and any consequential changes to Australian operating privileges. 

Not being part of the process can only lead to a further loss of amateur bands and a further erosion 

of our ability to actually use the bands because of interference or other limitations that may be 

placed upon the amateur service.  

There is no alternative to ‘being there, on the floor, on the day’. 
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Members of this Committee or Group 
• Greg Kelly   VK2GPK 

• Peter Clee   VK8ZZ 

• Justin Giles-Clark  VK7TW 

Functions and Responsibilities of the Group 
 

• Financial Management of the Institute 

• Control expenses and approve payments 

Achievements in 2018 
 

Returned the WIA to surplus. 

Implement and maintain effective financial management practices that will sustain the WIA into the 

future. 

Develop a Budget for the forthcoming financial year. 

Proposals for 2019 and beyond 
 

2019 will see heavy commitments to International representation. 

International representation will cost in the vicinity of $70,000 for the year, a significant portion of 

our income. 

Review the use of book keepers and auditors. 

 

Efforts to increase group membership and diversity(past and forshadowed) 

 

Membership of this committee is always under review.  

The committee has decided not to appoint a Treasurer, but rather to maintain a group focus on all 

financial aspects. 

 

Other comments or remarks 
 

The WIA will investigate additional insurance cover for members, beyond the Public liability 

Insurance that is currently offered to clubs. 
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Members of this Committee or Group 
• Peter Wolfenden  VK3RV  Committee Chair 

• Linda Luther   VK7QP 

• Martin Luther   VK7GN 

• Jenny Wardrop   VK3WQ 

• Will McGhie   VK6UU 

• Ian Morris   VK3IFM 

• Drew Diamond   VK3XU 

• David Wardlaw   VK3ADW 

• Terry Mowles   VK5TM 

(In addition, Brad Crowe VK2CEC has helped with some scanning work) 

Functions and Responsibilities of the Group 
⚫  Collect and conserve important records and objects associated with the history of the WIA  

⚫  Collect photographs and other pictorial material relating to amateur radio in Australia   

⚫      Build an historical resource for the WIA and its members. 

Achievements in 2018 
Archive data Base Computer 

Approval received from the Board to proceed with the purchase of a computer system for the 

Archive’s Data Base. This was done in December 2018.  The equipment is now installed and 

undergoing initial testing including a trial transfer of existing files and remote data entry. 
 

Scanning Standards 

Other activities caused this matter to be put to one side for much of the year, however, Draft 

standards for Document and Photograph Scanning have been further refined and are to be 

reviewed in anticipation of having the A3 Scanner in place during the 2018-2019 year. 

Archive Enquiries 

Enquiries generally fall into three categories: Call Sign information, Specific Enquiries about 

events or involvements over the years and Requests for detailed information often ending up as 

an article for AR magazine, or input to other WIA activities, AR Columnists, or Committees. 

 

The most voluminous enquiries are from members and others relating to historical call signs and  

previously published licence information about their relatives or others.  It is interesting to note 

that of recent years, enquiries are now coming from QSL card collectors, seeking basic call book 

information about the operators of their collected cards.  Once we have our call books on line, 

this load will be largely removed. 
 

Researching and providing historical information to Institute Officers, AR Columnists and 

individuals for purposes of clarification and/or preparation of articles, can be very time 

consuming.  Examples from 2018 include background on Jim Linton SK for an AR article and 

Broadcast about him and his activities in amateur radio.  Information about the Fisk Trophy, 

initiated in 1933.  Publication of important historical articles including one about Australis 

OSCAR 5, an Amateur satellite built in Australia during the mid to late 1960’s and launched in 
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January 1970.  The Establishment of IARU Region III in Sydney during 1968, 50 years ago – an 

important event. 

Assistance was also provided to a UK amateur, John Sones M0AAO, who wrote an article for 

Practical Wireless magazine about the WIA book, Wireless Men and Women at War.  The article 

is due for publication in the April 2019 issue of PW (confirmed) and should provide the Institute 

with some book sales, but perhaps more importantly, spread international publicity about the 

WIA, the book, and amateur radio in Australia. 

Proposals for 2019 and beyond 
Load the Archive computer with existing Excel Spread Sheet records together with scanned 

material including photographs and documents.  This will be a big job and will take some years 

to fully identify, re-label and import that existing material.   

A huge number of documents still need to be scanned prior to them being entered onto the data 

base system.  Some of this work will require the A3 scanner mentioned previously. 

Hopefully all AR magazines scanning will be completed. 

Efforts to increase group membership and diversity(past and forshadowed) 
Review and refine draft scanning standards (which may need further refining after the A3 

scanner is in place).  This will then allow additional volunteers to do scanning work at the 

Archive. 

Other comments or remarks 
The History and Archive Committee is made up of individuals located in many parts of Australia, 

and in the main, looking after a specific area of activity for which they are responsible.  In 

general this system is working well and is continuing.  There has not been a formal committee 

meeting this year, but email exchanges have been used. Unfortunately, the past two years have 

seen a number of committee members suffering severe health problems which have caused a 

hiatus in some HAC activities.  

A project which has been reported on and raised with previous Boards, is the use and access to 

AR magazines on the WIA website, scanned by Will VK6UU. This matter is awaiting Board 

direction. 

Similar to the AR magazines, most, but not all Call Books have been scanned and most are pdf 

searchable. Some, because of poor printing quality, can only be read at this time. The HAC would 

like these to be placed on the WIA website as soon as file size issues can be resolved.  

After some 10 years of involvement with the establishment and operation of the WIA’s Archive, 

it is time for me to step down as Chair of the HAC.  I will be available to stay on Committee to 

help out with the implementation of the new searchable Data Base and would be prepared to 

remain as WIA Historian, a position to which I was originally appointed, but now appears to no 

longer officially exist!  In other words, I intend to continue researching and writing about aspects 

of the WIA’s and amateur radio’s history in Australia. 

Peter Wolfenden, VK3RV 

Chair, History and Archives Committee, 30-03-2019 
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Members of this Committee or Group 
• Peter Young    VK3MV 

Functions and Responsibilities of the Group 
 

• Participation in the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) monitoring system 

arrangements. 

• The identification and initiation of steps leading to the removal from amateur bands of radio 

signals of non-amateur stations causing harmful interference to the amateur satellite 

services contrary to International Telecommunications Union (ITU) and national radio 

regulations. 

• Coordinate reports of intrusions of non-amateur transmissions to the ACMA and the IARU 

monitoring system. 

Achievements in 2018 
 

Like many other areas of the WIA, the monitoring system relies upon volunteers for without their 

contribution each month the WIA could not provide its reports to the Australian Communications 

and Media Authority (ACMA).   

In the year 2018, 63 intrusion reports were lodged with the ACMA which contrasted with 4220 

reports in 2017.  This fall off in intruder numbers is primarily due to lack of member interest in this 

activity.   The other factor has been the decline in propogation activity particularly on the high HF 

bands. 

Not withstanding the afore, one achievement was the removal of an Australian broadcast service 

operation by Reach Beyond on 7190 kHz which is in the ITU Table of Allocations as Amateur Primary.  

This station was located in Kununurra, WA providing an English service to Pakistan, but was causing 

harmful interference in R1.  The WIA and the IARU lodged complaints to the ACMA and to the 

licensee, who subsequently asked the ACMA to allocate an alternative channel.  This was done 

immediately and the offending service was removed.  The ACMA in allocating the initial frequency 

was through the use of the “Alterative Use” provisions in the Footnotes to the Table of Allocations, 

where in the segment 7100 – 7200 kHz Australia has designated the alternative use to Fix and 

Mobile services.  The ACMA deemed a Broadcast Service as Fixed service.  This is disputed by the 

WIA and the IARU. 

Proposals for 2019 and beyond 
As alluded to in the 2018 AGM report, work is continuing to build a real time, intruder report and 

identification internet platform that will supplement the current reporting systems that report after 

the event.  This new development will draw together all monitoring activities across all IARU 

Regions.  

In order for secession planning the WIA needs to appoint at least two assistant Monitoring System 

Coordinators to move the Intruder Watch program forward in the future.  The ideal person(s) would 

have some experience in SIGTEL or have worked in the area of spectrum analysis, have some 

understanding of the ITU Table of Allocations, or the Australian Radiofrequency Spectrum Plan. 
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The other issue, is the need to review that arrangements for reporting intruders between the WIA 

and the ACMA.  This work would need to  be conducted in the coming year.  

 

Efforts to increase group membership and diversity(past and forshadowed) 

During the year a number of articles on intruder watch activities has appear in the AR magazine and 

WIA broadcast items from WIA Directors seeking support from interested amateurs, not necessarily 

WIA members, to provide intruder reports on a continuing basis.  The take up to date, however, has 

been disappointing. 

Other comments or remarks 
 

The monthly monitoring reports are placed on the “Members Section” of the WIA website under 

IARU Monitoring System tab. 

For the WIA monitoring system to continue to work volunteers are required - Can you help? 

Information can be found on the WIA website on how to become an observer and what’s involved, 

or you can contact me via vk3mv@wia.org.au 

 

 

Peter Young, VK3MV 

WIA Monitoring System Coordinator 

 

mailto:vk3mv@wia.org.au
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Members of this Committee or Group 
 

• Greg Kelly   VK2GPK  (WIA Delegate) 

• Peter Young   VK3MV  (IARU R3 Director) 

• Peter Clee   VK8ZZ  (WIA IARU Liaison)  

• Dale Hughes    VK1DSH (WIA Delegate, APG Representative, IARU 

Special Technical Representative) 

• Grant Willis   VK5GR  (IARU R3 Bandplans Committee) 

 

Functions and Responsibilities of the Group 
 

• The International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) formed in 1925, represents the world-wide amateur 

radio community internationally and coordinates representation to the International 

Telecommunication Union (ITU).  

• Participate in IARU activities and representation within Asia-Pacific IARU Region 3  

• Participate in the Australian Preparatory Group (APG) process leading up to ITU World Radio 

Conferences. 

Achievements in 2018 
The major event this last year has been the attendance at the IARU Region 3 Triennial Conference in Seoul, 

South Korea in September 2018.  The WIA was represented by Greg Kelly, VK2GPK and Dale Hughes 

VK1DSH.  As a R3 Director I attended in the role of a member of the R3 management committee.  To clarify 

one misconception, I am not a representative of the WIA on the committee as such, but would see that 

WIA views on various matters are sent to the appropriate committee(s) and part of the decision making 

process for the overall good of the amateur service.  The conference was attended by 74 delegates and 

observers from 28 R3 Societies and the IARU Administrative Committee (AC). 

During the conference Greg Kelly, was the Convenor for one of the two Working Groups, and Dale Hughes 

assisted the other Working Group with drafting of its report and as a presenter of one of the input papers.  

The WIA was active within the Plenary sessions putting forward the WIA position on a number of matters, 

particularly related to finances and processes. 

At the conference the WIA presented a number of papers on matters for consideration.  These were: 

• The WIA triennial Report 

• Amateur Radio for Kids 

• Evolution of Spectrum Management; and 

• Australian Emcomms Contribution to South Pacific Islands 

These papers can be obtain from the R3 Website; here http://iaru-r3.org/the-17th-triennial-conference-of-

the-iaru-region-3-documentsone. A major outcome from the conference was acceptance of the proposed 

changes to the R3 Bandplans, and endorsement to establish a Bandplans Committee. Grant Willis is the 

nominated WIA member of this committee.  Following the Conference Region 3 Directors published the 

new R3 Band Plans. Here:  http://www.iaru-r3.org/newsite/wp-content/files/R3-

005%20Concise%20History%20of%20IARU%20Region%203%20(Table)%20.doc 

http://iaru-r3.org/the-17th-triennial-conference-of-the-iaru-region-3-documentsone
http://iaru-r3.org/the-17th-triennial-conference-of-the-iaru-region-3-documentsone
http://www.iaru-r3.org/newsite/wp-content/files/R3-005%20Concise%20History%20of%20IARU%20Region%203%20(Table)%20.doc
http://www.iaru-r3.org/newsite/wp-content/files/R3-005%20Concise%20History%20of%20IARU%20Region%203%20(Table)%20.doc
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At the Conference the Coordinators of the working committees are appointed.  One Coordinator vacancy 

still exists for Emergency Communications left vacant by the death of Jim Linton, VK3PC whose valuable 

service was recognised.  Nominations for the role is invited and must be endorsed by the WIA. 

Another is a Coordinator for newly created role of Youth Activities.  Nominations are invited.  

The draft minutes of the Conference is available; here http://iaru-r3.org/newsite/18r3c/docs/d-17m.pdf 

 

Other IARU Activities: 

WRC-19 

Immediately following a World Radio Conference (WRC), work commences for the next conference and 

this is the case for WRC-2019.  This involves many volunteers across all IARU regions whereby attendance 

at Regional Telecommunications Organisation (RTO), ITU working parties looking at each WRC agenda 

items and establishing a position and each agenda item.  Dale Hughes, VK1DSH will provide a separate 

report on these activities.  

IARU Website 

The IARU AC has embarked upon a program to modernise and align all regional website to a common look 

and feel to ensure consistency of information and “branding” across all of its platforms.  This work is 

expected to be gradually put in place these coming months.  The IARU link to its website is here;  

http://www.iaru.org/ 

IARU Noise Measurement Campaign 

Following the R1 triennial conference in 2017, the R1 EMC committee took up a project from a paper to 

the conference from the South African Radio League.  This project aims to map the level of spectrum 

pollution across the high frequency spectrum, particularly on amateur segments.  With the increasing 

levels of spectrum pollution from consumer devices, LED lighting and Switch mode power supplies there is 

an urgent need to quantify the levels in a meaningful way to demonstrate to regulators of need for better 

equipment standards and policing.  Agreement on the design using SDR dongles, measurement antennas, 

both vertical and loops, has been completed and the back of office capture of data and analysis is still 

being worked upon.  Eventually this campaign will be rolled out to the other IARU regions. Within the next 

yea all amateur will be invited to participate in the campaign. 

Proposals for 2019 and beyond 
 

In the next two years, the WIA needs to consider and suggested conference papers on amateur radio 

issues to be brought to R3 Conference.  During this period the selection of delegates to attend the next 

IARU regional R3 Conference in Bangkok needs to be decided. 

 

 

http://iaru-r3.org/newsite/18r3c/docs/d-17m.pdf
http://www.iaru.org/
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Efforts to increase group membership and diversity(past and forshadowed) 

 The IARU welcomes suitably qualified individuals to participate in the various committees such as IARU 

Monitoring System, Youth Activities or Emergency Communications.  Nominations for roles any role needs 

to be endorsed by the WIA. 

I am available to clubs to provide a presentation on the Role of the IARU and the International Governance 

of the Amateur Service: please contact the author. 

Other comments or remarks 
I thank the WIA Board for endorsing my nomination for election as a Region 3 IARU Director in 2018 for the 

next three years. 

 

Peter Young, VK3MV 

vk3mv@wia.org.au 

IARU R3 Director 
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Inwards QSL’s  
  

The Inwards QSL Bureau has experienced a busy year in terms of the distribution of cards, 

while at the same time implementing a number of changes in the manner in which special 

event and DXpedition cards are treated. 

 

By the end of 2018 the Inwards QSL Bureau had sorted and despatched to the State and 

Territory QSL Bureau Managers over 55,300 QSL cards. At the end of 2018 the Bureau was 

completely up to date with the distribution of incoming QSL cards to the State and Territory 

Bureaus.  

 

In the case of Special Event and VK9/VK0 cards, 2,200 of these cards were received which 

needed special attention. During the year, with approval from the Board, a changed 

approach for these cards was implemented, whereby if cards were incorrectly addressed, or 

if QRZ.com or other websites indicated “no Bureau cards”, the cards were sent straight to 

the WIA archives. While this approach reduced the number of cards we would normally 

forward to the Outwards Bureau for re-directing, there were still 3,000 cards that were sent 

to the Outwards Bureau, most of these being due to misdirects (eg, cards that should have 

gone to VU, VE, VP, VR Bureaus, etc etc, but were misdirected to the VK Bureau). 

 

So, for the year, the Inwards QSL Bureau handled in excess of 60,000 QSL cards. 

  

As a minimum, we are now sending cards to each State and Territory bureau no later than 

every 3 months. 

 

For WIA sponsored special events, the use of an on-line QSL facility (as used by the IARU for 

the IARU Region 3 50th anniversary) has been implemented and has been most successful. 

This has seen a huge reduction in QSL cards being received for that event, as well as for the 

Armistice Day and Marconi special event callsigns. Any cards that are received are directly 

placed into the WIA QSL Archives 

 

During 2018, the QSL Card Committee prepared and distributed education packages to 

Clubs, in an effort to educate WIA Members, and non-Members, regarding the new QSL 

Bureau policy.  

 

While eQSL, LoTW and on-line QSL facilities continue to grow, the rapid growth in FT8 QSOs 

during the current solar cycle trough, coupled with the (growing) automatic generating of 

QSLs, contributes heavily to a growth that we have seen in the receipt of QSL Bureau cards. 

As such, the Bureaus continue to provide a sought after service. The QSL bureau is one of 

the few direct services the WIA offers to its members and the cost of operation is still 

relatively low by comparison with other budget items. 
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Outwards QSL’s  
  

 

As has been the case for a significant period of time, the Westlakes Radio Club once again 

provided the WIA’s outwards QSL service during 2018  

  

The outwards QSL service continues to provide a valuable, service to members as seen by 

the following statistics for the last 4 years:  

  

 2015 2016 2017 2018 

QSL CARDS POSTED TO OTHER BUREAUS  26000 22800  16400 28485 

QSL CARDS RECEIVED FROM WIA INWARDS 

BUREAU  

12890 18165  15443 15305 

QSL CARDS POSTED TO VK2 MEMBERS  9450 5381  2854 4321 

QSL CARDS HANDED AT WYONG FIELD DAY  12016 2530  2118 2634 

TOTAL  60356 48876  36815 50745 

  

I am going to repeat three items from last year’s report, as these are still problems for all 

Bureaus:- 

 

• There continues to be a problem with non-ITU standard sized cards, which cannot be 

sent through the normal channels. This includes “foldout” cards, which cost twice as 

much as a normal card in postage costs.  

 

• It is noted that some Radio Clubs aggregate member’s cards before sending them to 

the Outwards Bureau. We continually find that there are a number of non-WIA 

member’s cards in these groupings, which adds more work for the Bureau staff and 

delays the sending of member’s cards. 

 

• Continually we notice that there are members who do not sort their outwards cards 

into the preferred DXCC listing before sending them to the Outwards Bureau. If this 

continues to be a problem, cards from repeat offenders will no longer be sent. 

 

I, and the WIA Board, would like to express our thanks to Mick Adams, for his continuing 

support in the sorting, and distributing, of cards at the Inwards QSL Bureau. I would also like 

to personally thank all of the QSL Bureau Managers and their helpers, each of whom is a 

WIA volunteer, for their assistance in not just sorting and despatching cards during the past 

year, but their working as a national cohesive team to improve the service to members that 

is provided by the QSL Bureaus. 

 

  

Submitted by John Seamons VK3JLS, Inwards and National QSL Manager  
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Assessor and Learning Facilitator Numbers 

 

Assessors 

 

Participants 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Assessors VK1 5 4 6 5 5 

Assessors VK2 69 72 72 72 69 

Assessors VK3 59 63 62 61 61 

Assessors VK4 40 39 40 42 43 

Assessors VK5 18 18 19 20 21 

Assessors VK6 12 10 9 9 9 

Assessors VK7 3 4 6 6 6 

Assessors VK8 6 6 5 6 6 

Learning Facilitators 49 49 49 51 49 

Trainees 56 78 84 57 57 

Nominated 

Assessors 

22 24 24 25 24 

 

Nominated Assessors Distribution 

 

Nominated 
Assessors 

2016 

Nominated 
Assessors 

2017 

Nominated 
Assessors 

2018 

Nominated 
Assessors 

2019 

ACT  1 1  1 1 

New South Wales 4 5  5 5 

Victoria  6 6  5 5 

Queensland  6 6  6 6 

South Australia  3 3  4 4 

Western Australia  2 2  2 2 

Tasmania 2 2  2 2 

Northern 

Territory 

0 0  0 0 

Total 
24 25  24 24 

 

Learning Facilitators Distribution 

 

Participants 2018 2019 

Assessors VK1 1 2 

Assessors VK2 13 12 

Assessors VK3 9 7 

Assessors VK4 15 15 

Assessors VK5 2 2 
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Assessors VK6 5 5 

Assessors VK7 4 4 

Assessors VK8 2 2 

Learning Facilitators 51 49 

 

Assessor numbers have decreased during 2018 from 221 to 220. Learning Facilitator 

numbers have decreased by 2.   Nominated assessors have decreased by 1 to 24.   

 

The Nominated Assessor declined to renew his membership and indicated other interests. 

New entrants as assessor or learning facilitator trainees remain strong.   

 

The completion rate of assessor and learning facilitator training remains slower than 

expected. 

   

During this year there have been resignations of our older assessors and silent keys. 

 

New entrant assessors are considerably younger.   

 

Exam Packs Ordered 2018 

 

Type of Pack Number 

Ordered 

2015/6 

Number 

Ordered 

2016/7 

Number 

Ordered 

2017/8 

Number 

Ordered 

2018 

Number 

Ordered 

2019 

AOCP 

Foundation/Standard/Advanced 

- Practical only 

194 197 67 0 

Now on-

line 

0 

AOCP Foundation - 

Theory/Regulations combined 

394 412 468 454 9 

AOCP Standard - Theory only 137 141 168 185 4 

AOCP Standard/Advanced - 

Regulations only 

177 212 242 243 8 

AOCP Advanced - Theory only 152 135 182 171 8 

AOCP 

Foundation/Standard/Advanced 

- REMOTE Practical only 

1 3 1 0 0 

AOCP Foundation - REMOTE 

Theory/Regulations combined 

1 2 8 3 0 

AOCP Standard - REMOTE 

Theory only 

0 4 6 3 0 

AOCP Standard/Advanced - 

REMOTE Regulations only 

0 4 6 2 0 

AOCP Advanced - REMOTE 

Theory only 

0 1 4 2 0 

Total 1056 1111 1152 1063 29 
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During this reporting period there has been a small decrease in the exam packs ordered 

from 1152 to 1062.   

 

Audits conducted by Nominated Assessors of Assessors and Learning Facilitators 

 

204 audits have been conducted from June 2018.  Approximately 20% were Learning 

Facilitators and 80% WIA Assessors.  There are three (3) outstanding audits at the time 

of this report and these will be completed by February 2019.   

 

Thirty-seven (37) audits were non-conforming.  This audit round recorded any assessor 

who had not conducted an assessment in the past 12 months as nonconforming.  The 

comments made by the assessors are that the number of assessments had fallen 

substantially.   

 

A summary of non-conformances is as follows: 

 

1. Had not conducted assessments in the past 12 months – 26. 

2. On line log not up to date -- 1 

3. Not contactable – 4   Note: these persons cannot order exam packs or conduct 

exams until they meet audit requirements 

4. There were 2 resignations 

5. Illness – 1 

6. Not member of WIA – 1 

7. Overseas –1 

8. WWC card being renewed -1 

 

 

There are thirty-five (35) police or WWC checks outstanding at the time of the report.  

The WIA Office has initiated a process to ensure compliance in this area. This increase 

has been investigated and the slow process to reissue certificates is presenting a problem 

for assessors. 

 

Those who do not have a current WWC or police check are locked out of the assessor 

system and cannot order exam packs.   

 

Exam Queries Form 11 

 

There have been 16 form 11’s lodged from June 2018 until December 2018 

 

Form 

11 

Regulations Foundation Standard Advanced Raised 

by 

Exam 

outcome 

impacted 

200    Milli and 

micro Henry 

conversion 

two answers 

 No impact on 

outcome. 
This question 

has been 

raised 
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the same. previously and 

has been 

corrected see 

11- 189 and 

11-198 

 

201  If a battery is 

burnt it 

may… 

  Assessor No impact on 

outcome. 

Minor 

change to the 

distractor of 

question.  

202  Measuring 

SWR, shown 

in a different 

place in the 

transmitter 

RF path than 

what is 

shown in the 

Foundation 

Manual. 

  Assessors No impact on 

outcome. The 

assessors have 

pointed out an 

anomaly 

between the 

foundation 

manual and 

the exam 

paper 

 

203    Milli and 

micro Henry 

conversion 

two answers 

the same. 

Assessors No impact on 

outcome. 
This question 

has been 

raised 

previously and 

has been 

corrected see 

11- 189 and 

11-198 

 

204 Assessor 

queried the 

definition of 

Distress vs 

Urgency radio 

traffic 

   Candidate 

and 

assessor 

No change to 

question. 

Assessor 

advised of 

the 

difference. 

No impact on 

outcome. 

205  Assessor 

queried the 

range of 

frequencies 

available to 

radio 

  Assessor Assessor 

using an old 

exam paper.  

Question 

previously 

corrected.  
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amateurs. No impact on 

exam 

outcome 

206   Question 

related to the 

replacement 

fuse. 

 Assessor No impact on 

outcome. 

Question 

distractor 

corrected. 

207  Question 

related to 

function of 

the ATU. 

  Assessor No impact on 

outcome. 

Question 

distractor 

changed for 

clarification. 

208   Question 

relates to FM 

block 

diagram 

 Assessor Question was 

reviewed and 

found to be 

correct. 

No impact on 

outcome. 

209  Assessor 

queried EMR 

being in the 

foundation 

exam. 

  Assessor No impact on 

outcome. 

The syllabus 

requirements 

were 

discussed 

and clarified 

with the 

assessor. 

210    Question 

relating to the 

end capacity 

of a vertical 

antenna. 

Assessor No impact on 

outcome. 

The question 

distractors 

were 

reworded for 

clarification. 

  

211    The assessor 

queried the 

use of soft 

iron as the 

preferred relay 

core. 

Assessor No impact on 

outcome. 

Question 

reviewed. 

212   Assessor and 

candidate 

noted the 

 Candidate 

and 

Assessor 

Diagrams to 

be reviewed. 
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diagrams are 

too small 

       

       

       

 

No questions generated from form 11’s have impacted on the outcome of exams. 

 

Recognition of Prior Learning Assessments 

 

Fourteen (14) RPL assessments have been conducted during 2018.   

Number Date RPL Requested Outcome 

18005 27/7/2018 Advanced Theory Advanced theory and practical 

18006 22/8/18 Advanced theory and practical Advanced theory only. 

18007 26/9/18 Advanced theory and practical Advanced theory only. 

18008 26/9/18 Advanced theory and practical Advanced theory and practical 

18009 9/10/18 Advanced theory Advanced theory standard 

licensee 

18010 18/10/18 Advanced theory Advanced theory foundation 

licensee 

18011 23/10/18 Advanced theory Advanced theory and practical 

18012 4/11/18 Advanced theory Advanced theory and practical 

18013 1/12/18 Advanced theory and 

Regulations 

Advanced theory and 

regulations. Has current license 

18014 18/12/18 Advanced theory and practical Advanced theory and practical 

    

    

    

    

 

Most candidates for RPL hold formal industry-based qualifications. 

 

 

Fred Swainston 

TrainSafe Australia 

WIA Nominated Training Organisation 

28 January 2019  
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Members of this Committee or Group 
 

● Joseph Mullens   VK5FJDE 

● Siri Padmanabhan 

● Gabriel Young   VK4GAB 

● Robert Broomhead  VK3DN 

● Marc Hillman   VK3OHM 

● Aidan Mountford  VK4APM 

 

Functions and Responsibilities of the Group 
A strong online presence that signals the WIA is modern and still keep up to date will strike comfort 

in an amateurs heart. Being able to navigate quickly and explore on all devices, like mobile, will 

reduce website bounce rates and increase user conversions. 

Leveraging technology to provide member value and ease the burden on volunteers has been 

identified as a key outcome for the group:. 

● Empower WIA Staff, Volunteers and Members with modern IT Solutions 

● Modernize the WIA Digital presence 

● Provide support and consultation to board members for IT strategy. 

 

 

Achievements in 2018 
● The forming of a new committee actively meeting to tackle the WIA’s future plans to expand 

their digital presence. 

● Modernisation of the WIA Email systems to use Gmail which allows the WIA Organisation 

adopt the collaboration power of enterprise technologies provided by GSuite. 

● Moving of core services to AWS infrastructure. 

● Deployment of workflow and ticketing to office and other groups. 
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Objectives for 2019 and beyond 
 

● New WIA Website that aligns WIA with 2019 modern website design and systems. 

● A modernised bookshop system that enables WIA Members to efficiently navigate and find 

relevant materials while having a low management overhead. 

● Continue to leverage the benefits of cloud provider offerings for Not-for-profits (NFP). 

● Deploy an trial assessment system to enable aspirant amateurs to undertake trial exams 

online. 

● Automated licence expiry reminders 
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Members of this Committee or Group 
• Peter Mill   VK3APO 

 

Functions and Responsibilities of the Group 
 

Achievements in 2018 
 

Proposals for 2019 and beyond 
 

Efforts to increase group membership and diversity(past and forshadowed) 

 

Other comments or remarks 
 

Report not submitted 
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Members of this Committee or Group 
 Peter Young    VK3MV 

 Dale Hughes   VK1DSH 

 Roger Harrison   VK2ZRH 

 Brian Millar   VK3MI 

 Noel Higgins   VK3NH 

 Grant Willis   VK5GR 

 Justin Giles-Clark  VK7TW 

Functions and Responsibilities of the Group 
 Provide the Board with regular updates on intelligence and information from the ITU, IARU, 

APT, ACMA and industry in relation to amateur radio spectrum from a global, regional and 
Australian perspective. 

 Update the Board on industry and technology intelligence and future trends that could 
impact and affect amateur radio spectrum. 

 Provide advice and reports to the board and other committees on spectrum related matters. 
 Where necessary consult with the amateur radio community within Australia on amateur 

radio matters affecting the Australian amateur radio community. 
 Respond to requests for submissions by the ACMA in relation to spectrum related matters. 
 Co-opt members to the committee who are subject matter experts with specialist skills sets 

to assist the committee as and when required. 
 Attend consultation sessions with the regulator and other organisations 

 Represent the WIA at forums held internationally, regionally and locally in relation to 
spectrum management matters. 

 Organise and/or undertake field trials and proof of concept testing of new technology and 
modes to support reporting and consultation. 

 Organise meetings of the committee. 
 Provide to the Board, via the Secretary, Minutes of meetings of the committee. 

Achievements in 2018 
 WIA Response – ACMA 5-year Outlook 

 Licence Conditions Determination Submission consisting of the following comprehensive 

sections: 

o General Principles 
o Foundation 
o Standard 
o Advanced 
o Remaining Issues 

Proposals for 2019 and beyond 
 WIA Response – ACMA 5-year Outlook Implementation 

 Assist the WIA and ACMA with the implementation of the LCD submission recommendations 

 Other submissions as required 
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Efforts to increase group membership and diversity(past and forshadowed) 

 Grant Willis VK5GR joined the group and Grant brings substantial industry knowledge and 

skills to role 

 The committee currently consists of the maximum of seven members as outlined in the 

Terms of Reference for the committee. Other subject matter experts are co-opted as and 

when required 

Other comments or remarks 
 Most discussion and information is exchanged via email exchanges. Where necessary 

GotoMeetings or Skype meetings are organised dependent on the urgency and matters 
being considered 

 The committee is reactive at moment however the LCD submission and the FYSO 
implementation does provide an opportunity for proactive involvement 

 

(Spectrum Strategy Committee) 
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NAME OF COMMITTEE  
Committee Number RC-006 - Radiocommunications Equipment - General  
Committee Number RC-004 - Radiocommunications Maritime & Safety of Life  
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS (Name, Position, Callsign and term)  
Name   Chair    Callsign   Active since date  
Noel Higgins  (chairman RC006)  VK3NH   Continuous since 21 April 2013  
Noel Higgins  (member of RC004)   “ “  
 

MEETING DATES and Locations       Standards Australia minutes not for distribution  

RC006 Date 29 May 2018 - Committee dormant but a project for revision of AS/NZS 4268 is starting now.  
RC004 Date 12 Oct 2017 - Committee dormant – except for emails.  
 

COMMITTEE TERMS OF REFERENCE (attached if exists)  

Representation on the SA committees for WIA is a watching brief on matters affecting amateur spectrum.  
 

POSITION DESCRIPTIONS (attached if exists)  

Representation on the SA committees for WIA is a watching brief on matters affecting amateur spectrum.  

Summary of Activities (including benefit to members)  
Membership of RC006 and RC004 is in order to keep abreast of changes to standards and spectrum use and in 
particular changes which may affect amateur radio spectrum. RC006 in particular through AS/NZS4268 for 
short range devices authorised on LIPD class licence bands. RC004 is mainly concern with marine standards.  

Proposed activities in the next 6 months.  
The work of the standards committees is driven by standards coming to end of life (5yrs), technology changes 
and spectrum changes. (e.g. LIPD class licence changes) A revision of AS/NZS4268 is starting now.  

Problems experienced or anticipated  
Removal of funding to attend standards meetings, as I chair the RC006 meetings on behalf of ARCIA.  
The standards developed are industry standards and ARCIA pay for my time to do that activity and until now 
WIA paid my travel allowance to attend the meetings as its representative. (I was previously the ARCIA rep)  

Detailed report of Activities for the year  
For RC006 the new digital LMRS standard AS/NZS 4768.3 was published on 11 October 2018.  

Proposed activities next 6 months and next year  

For RC006, a project application has just been approved by Standards Australia for revision of short range 

devices standard AS/NZS 4268. The changes proposed will align with the LIPD Class licence by directly 

referencing it and hence avoid the need to regularly review this standard as has been required for many years. 

In the future, the WIA spectrum committee will have to pay close attention to all ACMA consultations involving 

changes to the LIPD class licence. 
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SA/CISPR TE003 Electromagnetic Interference. 
 
• CISPR is the organisation that produces standards relating to EMI for the International 
Electrotechnical Commission (IEC). It does so through a constellation of committees. The 
abbreviation stands for The Comité International Spécial des Perturbations Radioélectriques 
(CISPR; English: International Special Committee on Radio Interference). Regulatory 
authorities such as the ACMA adopt and sometimes adapt CISPR standards for regulation of 
EMI. 

• Ron Cook VK3AFW, joined TE003/19 in May 2015 to represent the WIA. The WIA 
reconfirmed the appointment in April 2019. 
 

Functions and Responsibilities of the Committee 
 
• To Represent Australian Interests in the Development and Revision of CISPR EMI Standards 

• The WIA Representative is charged with providing input on any matter relating to the 
activities of Australian amateur radio operators affected by EMI. 

• EMI Matters requiring WIA Board involvement are to be promptly referred to them by the 
WIA representative. 

 

Achievements in 2018/19 
 
Meetings: 
The committees TE003/19 and TE003 hold meetings on consecutive days with face to face meetings 
alternating between Sydney and Melbourne four times per year. Telephone conference meetings 
are held between face to face meetings. Some business is transacted via email between meetings as 
and when the need arises. 

TE003/19 meeting Date  Attended/on-line 
17 April 2018,    Sydney On-line 
19th June 208,    telco On-line 
14th August 2018   Melbourne Attended 
12th September 2018,  telco Unable to log in 
27th November 2018,   Sydney On-line 
31st January 2019,   telco On-line 
3rd April 2019    Melbourne Attended 
Table of meetings and attendance by R. Cook 
 

General input. 
 
The most recent submission by the WIA representative involved a request to add amateur, land 
mobile, CB and Short-wave broadcast bands to the frequencies to be given protection from 
interference from Wireless Power Transfer (WPT) systems. There were missing from the original 
draft. The IARU Region 1 has made a similar submission. 
 
An earlier submission requested reduced frequency segments for IPT with protection sought for VLF 
broadcasts of various kinds. 
 
A watch was kept on the measurement uncertainty estimates for EMI measurements. 
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Proposals for 2019 and beyond 
 
To continue to support the committee in its general activities. 
To continue surveillance of proposals relating to inductive battery charging, in particular to systems 
for vehicles both in private residences and in public locations. 
To draft changes and present these to the committee as required. 
To exchange emails on a monthly basis with the four people mentioned in the next paragraph so as 
to have a better informed and co=ordinated approach by all. 
 

Efforts to increase group membership and diversity  

 
Phil Wait VK2ASD was an active member of TE003, in particular pursuing measures to mitigate the 
effect of BPL. Phil retired from the committee this year. He is thanked for his valuable work over 
many years. 
 
No new nominations have been received from the Board’s requests for expressions of interest. New 
members would best be drawn from other spectrum users to whom a low interference environment 
matters. 
 
The present member now has informal links with: 
 
Noel Higgins, VK3NH Chair of SA Committee Number RC-006 - Radiocommunications Equipment – 
General and member of SA Committee Number RC-004 - Radiocommunications Maritime & Safety of 
Life 
 
Peter Pokorny VK2EMR who recently joined the IARU EMC team – his role is with IEC/CISPR CIS-D as 
an IARU liaison member, and 
 
Peter Young VK3MV Director of IARU Region 3, Chair of the WIA Intruder Watch Committee, 
member of the WIA Spectrum Strategy Group and the WIA’s Regulatory Counsel. 
 
I have recently made contact with Dale Hughes VK1DSH, WIA representative on the IARU. 
 
The intention is to ensure that IARU input is supported on TE003 in Australia. 

Other comments or remarks 
 
Broadband over Power lines (BPL) is common within residences but has not been taken up using the 
poles and wires in the streets in Australia as expected. It was mooted as a competitor to the NBN 
and a cheap option for metering data transfer for power companies. While it may be employed in 
some locations I have no evidence of it spreading in urban and semi urban areas. The NBN and 4G 
networks are technically superior, more flexible and arguably more economical. The 5G networks 
promise even more speed and bandwidth although the cost is uncertain. Residential BPL in the 
form of broadband extension may also be replaced by wireless connected systems for reasons of 
speed and bandwidth. Already there are units in the market place with this format. 
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I hope BPL will go the way of plasma TV sets, replaced by a better and cheaper technology. 
 
Wireless Power Transfer (WPT) is an emerging technology with automotive companies being ahead 
of the regulators. The challenge is to make sure Amateur Radio, Land Mobile and short wave 
broadcast frequencies are protected while getting standards in place as rapidly as possible. There 
are two categories, low power chargers for phones, tablets, toothbrushes, etc and higher power for 
electric vehicle charging. These systems are potentially very rich in harmonics. The standards are 
focussing on the levels at a distance of 10 m from the coil for large systems. 
 
Another issue is the lack of application of IEC EMI standards in Australia covering Photo-Voltaic 
installations. There are standards but in Australia only those relating to electrical safety and 
lightning protection seem to be enforced. Enquiries about how to change this are ongoing. 
 
 
Ron Cook 
VK3AFW 
14 May 2019 
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NAME OF COMMITTEE  
Committee Number RC-006 - Radiocommunications Equipment - General  
Committee Number RC-004 - Radiocommunications Maritime & Safety of Life  
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS (Name, Position, Callsign and term)  
Name   Chair    Callsign   Active since date  
Noel Higgins  (chairman RC006)  VK3NH   Continuous since 21 April 2013  
Noel Higgins  (member of RC004)   “ “  
 

MEETING DATES and Locations       Standards Australia minutes not for distribution  

RC006 Date 29 May 2018 - Committee dormant but a project for revision of AS/NZS 4268 is starting now.  
RC004 Date 12 Oct 2017 - Committee dormant – except for emails.  
 

COMMITTEE TERMS OF REFERENCE (attached if exists)  

Representation on the SA committees for WIA is a watching brief on matters affecting amateur spectrum.  
 

POSITION DESCRIPTIONS (attached if exists)  

Representation on the SA committees for WIA is a watching brief on matters affecting amateur spectrum.  

Summary of Activities (including benefit to members)  
Membership of RC006 and RC004 is in order to keep abreast of changes to standards and spectrum use and in 
particular changes which may affect amateur radio spectrum. RC006 in particular through AS/NZS4268 for 
short range devices authorised on LIPD class licence bands. RC004 is mainly concern with marine standards.  

Proposed activities in the next 6 months.  
The work of the standards committees is driven by standards coming to end of life (5yrs), technology changes 
and spectrum changes. (e.g. LIPD class licence changes) A revision of AS/NZS4268 is starting now.  

Problems experienced or anticipated  
Removal of funding to attend standards meetings, as I chair the RC006 meetings on behalf of ARCIA.  
The standards developed are industry standards and ARCIA pay for my time to do that activity and until now 
WIA paid my travel allowance to attend the meetings as its representative. (I was previously the ARCIA rep)  

Detailed report of Activities for the year  
For RC006 the new digital LMRS standard AS/NZS 4768.3 was published on 11 October 2018.  

Proposed activities next 6 months and next year  

For RC006, a project application has just been approved by Standards Australia for revision of short range 

devices standard AS/NZS 4268. The changes proposed will align with the LIPD Class licence by directly 

referencing it and hence avoid the need to regularly review this standard as has been required for many years. 

In the future, the WIA spectrum committee will have to pay close attention to all ACMA consultations involving 

changes to the LIPD class licence. 

 



20 – TECHNICAL ADVISORY   REPORT to the 2019 AGM  

Functions and Responsibilities of the Group 
 

The TAC is not a committee in the normal sense. Rather, it is a group of individual amateurs who can 

be called on the provide advice to the WIA in their particular fields of expertise, or to carry out certain 

administrative tasks. They are grouped together in the TAC to make communication easier, especially 

at times when issues might arise that overlap the areas of expertise of  more than one panel member. 

Matters within the scope of the TAC can be referred to it by the WIA directors or other office bearers, 

or directly by individual amateurs. 

 

Members of the Group 
 

• Co-ordinator  John Martin VK3KM 

• Regional Advisors  

 CRARC President (ex officio VK1 advisor); Tim Mills VK2ZTM; Peter Mill VK3APO; Paul Bell 

VK5BX; Eddie Saunders VK6ZSE; Rex Moncur VK7MO. 

• Technical Advisors 

 Walter Howse VK6KZ (VHF-UHF); Peter Freeman VK3PF (microwaves); Peter Mill VK3APO 

(repeaters); John Martin VK3KM (band plans, beacons); Paul Paradigm VK2TXT (satellites); 

Charlie Kahwagi VK3NX (EME); Peter Cossins VK3BFG (ATV); Rex Moncur VK7MO (Digital DX 

Modes); Barry White VK2AAB (packet radio). 

• Administrative Tasks 

 Peter Mill VK3APO (repeater and beacon licensing); Steve Ireland VK2MD (repeater data 

base); John Martin VK3KM (beacon data base, VHF-UHF records). 

Activities in the past Year 
 

Steve Ireland VK2MD has continued to maintain the detailed repeater data base on the WIA web 

site. Other than this, the  main areas of activity in the past year have been records and band plans. 

There have been around 40 record claims in the past year. Details are posted on the WIA web site 

and certificates are awarded to the claimants.  

In the band plans area, there have been further readjustments in the HF bands to bring our band 

plans fully into full alignment with other countries, especially IARU Region 3. These adjustments 

apply to the digital mode segments of the bands from 160 metres to 6 metres, but the main changes 

have been on 160, 80 and 40 metres. Further adjustments will no doubt be needed in the future as 

digital operation continues to increase in popularity. The expansion of digimodes will continue to put 

pressure on spectrum traditionally used for CW and SSB. The band plans need to be kept up to date 

with the latest developments in operating habits, but it is also important to keep them as stable as 

possible and with the minimum of disruption. This can be difficult when new modes like FT-8 can 

appear and large numbers of stations can begin operating in a matter of days.  

 Future Plans and General Comments 

The activities of the group include some tasks that continue regardless. Other areas such as band 

plans are subject to constant review, so any issues or problems are dealt with as they arise.  
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Members of this Committee or Group 
• Ted Thrift   VK2ARA  WIA Clubs Co-ordinator  

Functions and Responsibilities of the Group 
 

• Object 1   To support clubs through the club’s page on the website. 

• Object 2   To assist clubs in use of the events calendar. 

• Object 3   To act as an information bridge between the Board and all affiliated clubs. 
 

Achievements in 2018 
 

There is little to report as most clubs have settled into their own routines. Those who want to have 

contact with the WIA generally have found their own means.  I have made an effort to ensure that all 

events published in AR, are also in the events calendar. On many occasions found that they had been 

entered even though I had not received an input request.  There are still 10 to 20 clubs that have no 

current data on the club’s web page. Many have some info that is up to five years old. 

I would not recommend to anyone that contact with clubs via the web clubs’ pages is anything like 

reliable. 

Proposals for 2019 and beyond 
 

With the assistance and direction of the Board, I would like to see the club’s pages become far more 

active about events and achievements. 

As communication “into the WIA Board “has been contentious for a long time, I would like to see a 

guaranteed quick response communication path from clubs to the Board, with an appointed 

Director/s responsible for the response. By that I mean, receive and pass on to Board meetings, and 

advise the club that this has been done. I do not mean a fix its person as first response. Simply, Yes, 

we hear you, first action has been and follow up will be. 

Over the now many years that I have tried to support club access to the Board, there has been a 

consistent chime, why does the WIA not do this?  Two things wrong with that. 

First is, when did you do some research and advise the Board that there is a need to do This! 

Second is “The WIA “.  If you are representing an affiliated club, YOU are ALSO the WIA, and through 

your club, you probably have more immediate resources that the Board who do not yet know about 

your issue. 

Lastly and it applies to all that we do, I want to see it change from THEY to WE. 

Thank you for your support but the years are slipping by and if there is another WIA member who 

has an interest in supporting WIA and clubs, please step up and I would be happy to help you fit into 

the role 
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Other comments or remarks 
 

Lastly a bit of input from Me VK2ARA. 

A couple of years ago our WIA locked onto the term “STEM“ which I now see has become “STEAM”. 

The intention was very good but does not match reality. It was intended to mean that AR is a bridge 

into a technology-based career for young new amateurs. Great but if you are like me, out of more 

than 100 people that I have brought into AR, 50 were over 50 and those leaving school could be 

counted on one hand. If you were to dig into STEM and the ACMA perception of it and our actual 

situation as the WIA, you will probably come up with the same conclusion as I did.  

It is not enough to quote and refer to STEM or STEAM as it is now, you have to be in a position to play 

some kind of leading role. 

When our young new amateurs are about 5 to 10 % of new licenses, we do not have a strong claim in 

this area. I really believe that we could do well to move away from that focus. Awareness but not 

involvement or commitment.  

You may feel different but if you sit down and chip away the gloss, I feel that you just may agree. 

 

73. Ted VK2ARA 
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Members of this Committee or Group 
 

• Robert Broomhead  VK3DN 

• Marc Hillman   VK3OHM 

• David Ford   VK4MZ 

 

Included with IT Services Report 
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Members of this Committee or Group 
• Lindsay Harvey   VK2AMD 

• Terry McCabe   VK2MJ 

 

Functions and Responsibilities of the Group 

Achievements in 2018 

Proposals for 2019 and beyond 

Efforts to increase group membership and diversity(past and forshadowed) 

Other comments or remarks 
 

Report not Submitted 
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Members of this Committee or Group 
 

• Marcus Berglund   VK5WTF 

Achievements in 2018 
The WIA Facebook page well and truly bedded in, the page continues to be a great tool to 
communicate with a number of members and the wider facebook community. The past 12 months 
saw a steady increase of followers on Facebook and there has been increased engagement of 
members and the wider community.  
OP-ED pieces stood out in the past year and demonstrated the flexibility of the publishing platform. 
Each of the posts gained a very large engagement with members and the community, allowing the 
community to discuss items of concern. 
 

Other comments or remarks 
 
Some of the oddities of social media have caused some confusion, with incorrectly attributed posts 
of a particularly negative nature and several complaints lodged with the WIA. The WIA continues to 
work with these websites to resolve these misunderstandings.  
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Members of this Committee or Group 
• Phil Hutchings   VK4PG  Chair 

• Peter Schrader   VK4EA 

• Ewan McLeod   VK4ERM 

• David Ford   VK4MZ 

• Aidan Mountford  VK4APM 

 

Functions and Responsibilities of the Group 

Achievements in 2018 

Proposals for 2019 and beyond 

Efforts to increase group membership and diversity(past and forshadowed) 

Other comments or remarks 
 

Report not submitted 

 

 

 



27 – EDUCATION GROUP       REPORT to the 2019 AGM 

Copyright Wireless Institute of Australia 2019 

Members of this Committee or Group 
• David Uzzell   VK4QM 

• Dr Harry Edgar   VK6YBZ 

• Ron Bertrand   VK2DQ 

• Steve Beveridge   VK2LW 

• Elizabeth Billiau   VK2XSE 

• Phil Hutchings   VK4PG 

• Sue Evans    

• Joseph Mullins   VK5FJDE 

Functions and Responsibilities of the Group 
• Prepare tender for ACMA response to market 

• Provide updates to WIA Assessors and Learning Facilitators 

• Provide preliminary advice to WIA Board on structure and function for ATEAL 

 

Achievements in 2018 
• Formation of a new group which was able to work together and produce the major work 

within the time allocated. 

• Preparation of comprehensive tender for ACMA for submission prior to closing 

 

Proposals for 2019 and beyond 
• Provide technical and educational expertise to ACMA for the syllabus and question reviews 

• Work on ATEAL to become a functional educational organisation 

• Preparation and collation of material for use by Clubs and other WIA affiliated organisations 

for education of Radio Amateurs 

 

Efforts to increase group membership and diversity(past and forshadowed) 
• Group as formed is diverse with regard to age, gender, and spread across various States 

• One announcement requesting interest in joining the group 

• One reply received, but as the main work of the group had paused for 2018, no further 

action taken. 

Other comments or remarks 
 

Figures on the number of completed examinations are not included for 2018 
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Statistical Analysis of Amateur licence data 
 

This document has been generated in response to a Terms of Reference document created in Jan 

2016 which called for an investigation of what analysis could be performed on WIA held data. 

Initially, this will focus on the RADCOM data provided by the ACMA.  

Data Included 
 

Between the years 2005 and 2014, the WIA has been provided with the RADCOM data by the ACMA 

of CD-ROM. In 2015 there was a transition to the new SPECTRA system, with a significant change of 

database format.  This data includes details of all licences and licence holders. Some years have a 

complete set of 12 monthly disks, whilst some years only have about 3 disks. The last available disk 

from each year has been selected. These have been imported into an MS-Access database for 

further analysis. Only Year, Callsign, client ID and licence grade have been extracted from the 

licsing.csv file. 

Year Month 

2005 Nov 

2006 Nov 

2007 Sep 

2008 Oct 

2009 Dec 

2010 Dec 

2011 Dec 

2012 Dec 

2013 Dec 

2014 Dec 

2015 Jan 2016 

2016 Dec 

2017 Dec 

2018 Jan 2019 

Table 1 – Month of data snapshot 

Data Extracted 

Licence Category by Year 
The table below describes the number of licences, by grade, by year. The analysis ignores the fact 

that some people could have multiple callsigns, and possibly at multiple grades. So, it counts the 

number of callsigns, not amateurs. 

Data is shown for Amateurs in Table 2 and Repeaters/Beacons in Table 3. 
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Year Total CALLSIGN Advanced Foundation Standard 

2005 13767 11901 8 1858 

2006 14452 11621 937 1894 

2007 14908 11539 1441 1928 

2008 15025 11313 1728 1984 

2009 15190 11154 1989 2047 

2010 15257 11038 2149 2070 

2011 15263 10911 2251 2101 

2012 15105 10763 2278 2064 

2013 14914 10504 2341 2069 

2014 14725 10321 2375 2029 

2015 14721 10184 2458 2079 

2016 14619 10045 2476 2098 

2017 14636 9930 2572 2134 

2018 14659 9897 2642 2120 

Table 2 – Category count by year 

Year Total CALLSIGN Amateur Beacon Amateur Repeater 

2005 373 28 345 

2006 377 28 349 

2007 395 28 367 

2008 419 29 390 

2009 436 33 403 

2010 451 33 418 

2011 455 32 423 

2012 471 33 438 

2013 470 35 435 

2014 484 33 451 

2015 478 36 442 

2016 476 35 441 

2017 496 33 463 

2018 505 36 469 

Table 3 – Beacons & Repeaters by year 

Joiners, Leavers & Upgraders 
An analysis has been performed to determine the number of Joiners, Leavers & Upgraders. For the 

first year, everyone is a ‘joiner’, i.e. it establishes the baseline. 

The numbers in this table may be slightly less than those in the previous section as multiple callsigns 

are ignored, i.e. it is counting licensees, not licenses, and Amateur Beacons and Repeaters have 

been excluded. 

Joiners are those ACMA clients who did not exist in the previous year. 

Leavers are those who disappeared from the RADCOM data for that year. 

Upgraders are those whose grade changed that year. 3 types of upgrade are possible: 

• Foundation to Standard (F->S) 
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• Foundation to Advanced (F->A) 

• Standard to Advanced (S->A) 

There are instances where a licence lapsed, and the amateur re-joined later. These re-joins are 

counted as a Leave, followed by a Join. 

Also shown are the number of Foundation (F never) and Standard (S never) licence holders that have 

never upgraded. 
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2005 8 1832 11461 13301 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 13301 8 1832 11461 

2006 916 168 320 1404 0 117 586 703 1 1 41 14002 922 1843 11237 

2007 622 92 296 1010 56 99 421 576 70 16 49 14436 1402 1857 11177 

2008 579 134 268 981 180 128 603 911 100 46 65 14506 1655 1898 10953 

2009 557 121 290 968 178 111 615 904 106 43 71 14570 1885 1943 10742 

2010 474 100 245 819 229 114 430 773 88 35 69 14616 2007 1948 10661 

2011 416 95 237 748 226 93 453 772 82 42 75 14592 2073 1957 10562 

2012 353 68 210 631 248 113 456 817 63 51 79 14406 2064 1896 10446 

2013 386 88 204 678 254 114 514 882 78 35 70 14202 2083 1878 10241 

2014 390 60 214 664 268 113 450 831 74 42 72 14035 2089 1827 10119 

2015 399 115 250 764 239 115 468 822 94 53 71 13977 2102 1850 10025 

2016 233 71 181 485 171 87 370 628 99 28 66 13834 2037 1867 9930 

2017 505 151 344 1000 308 151 572 1031 106 75 92 13803 2053 1881 9869 

2018 403 103 267 773 253 117 402 772 81 67 96 13835 2039 1838 9958 

Totals 6241 3198 14787 24226 2610 1472 6340 10422 1042 534 916     
F never 2203               
S never 1069               

Table 4 - Joiners & Leavers 
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Figure 1 - Distribution of amateurs 

Observations 
This analysis provides some data that allows some trends within the amateur population to be 

observed (and there are some interesting trends). Not unexpectedly, this data raises more questions 

than it answers. It provides insight into WHAT is happening. Because correlation does not equal 

causation, it is difficult, if not impossible to determine WHY. We can really only speculate. 

Marc Hillman 

VK3OHM/VK3IP 

Jan 2019 




